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At JP Kitchen Studio We Offer Remodeling Assistance, Interior Design Services, General Contracting, Cabinets, 
Coutertops, Tile Backsplashes And More In A Variet Of Price Points To Fit Your Budget.

680 E Wisconsin Ave, Oconomowoc
between Arby’s & Radtke

Owners: Aaron & Laurie Peirick

262.560.1200

VISIT OUR ONLINE

PORTFOLIO AT: WWW.JPKITCHENSTUDIO.COM

ACTIVE MEMBER: NKBA & CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

920-988-7050

85+ YEARS 
COMBINED 

EXPERIENCE.

WWW.RICHTERHVAC.COM

Whether it be hot or cold outside, 
we are here to help with your project.

• New Construction 

• Replacement

• Furnace, AC, Boilers

• We Service All Brands

• Free Estimates

• 24 Hour Emergency Service,

   7 Days A week

• Licensed & Fully Insured

Have a double pane window that is foggy and you can’t see through it?

CALL DAVID’S 

GLASS

207 N. 3RD STREET • WATERTOWN, WI • 920-262-1140

REPLACE THAT GLASS!

Other Services/Products:

 � Plexi Glass

 � Mirrors

 � Pattern Glass

 � Custom cutting 

for any project!

FREE ESTIMATES

Affordable 

Pricing

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Buying your first home........................................................................................................... 3

Protecting from winter’s freeze........................................................................................... 6

Prevent growth of mold......................................................................................................... 8

Fall lawn prep……………………………………...................................................................... 10

Home DIY tips……………………………………..................................................................... 13

Storing Firewood………………………………....................................................................... 14

Fall Renovations………………………………........................................................................ 15

Publication
General Manager                                                                           Robb Grindstaff
Advertising Manager                                                                           Missy Feiler
Managing Editor                                                                           Scott Peterson
Production/layout                                                                           Jesus Rodriguez

Marketing Consultants

Brett Springer
sales@wdtimes.com
920-390-6034

Coyt Ruell
lcdsales@hngnews.com
608-852-1198

Denise Derry
dderry@dailyunion.com
920-691-3643

Gayle Boos
gboos@hngnews.com
920-691-3645 

Renee Ziegel
courierads@hngnews.com
608-208-1683

Scott Trentatdue 
scott@hngnews.com
608-852-1198

Will Wiley
wwiley@wdtimes.com
920-390-6032

Fall Home Improvement is published by the Watertown Daily Times.
Content may not be republished without written permission.



 WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES                                                 FALL IMPROVEMENT                                                                           September 2019 3

O

PR
     

“Your Link to Better Living”

preferredbuilderswttn.com

Jason Jones,
Owner

PREFERRED BUILDERS
of Watertown LTD
Offi ce (920) 925-3553

jmjpreferred@gmail.com

“Low interest rates 

and our energy effi cient 

home will keep you 

comfortable year round”

See us soon to build 

your dream home

in 2020!!

By Sarah Weihert
leadereditor@hngnews.com

Buying a home for the first time can be 
a confusing, frustrating and emotional 
process, but with the right experts be-
hind you, it can also be the best time of 
your life.

The first step for any potential home-
buyer is to talk with a lender to see what 
programs are available, said Michelle 
Soter, broker with Century 21. 

“You have to talk to a lender to see 
what programs are available for you to 
purchase, and they need to have a pre-
approval letter,” she said.

Jake Schultz, residential mortgage 
loan officer at Bank of Lake Mills, said 
it’s important to be prequalified early on 
in the process.

“The last thing we want for our cli-
ents is for them to go to an open house 
or fall in love with a home online and 

then come to us and something fishy is 
on their credit that won’t allow them to 
qualify to purchase,” he said. “Knowing 
what you can afford and what you want 
to afford is key too while looking for 
houses.”
Getting started

The process of getting preapproved 
isn’t as hard as people think.

“We can meet in person for their ini-
tial application or they can easily apply 
online while watching the Brewers game 
from their couch,” Schultz said. “We en-
courage applying online so that when 
we initially meet, we can look over their 
application and prepare some sugges-
tions and information prior to our first 
meeting.”

A loan officer will walk potential buy-
ers through all the required personal 
information. They will also help buyers 
figure out how much they want to spend 

on a house.
“The last thing 

we want for our cli-
ents to be is house 
rich and cash poor, 

The do’s and don’ts of buying your first home 
know what you can afford before you start looking

Continues on page 4

First-time homebuyers are urged to get preapproval on their 
maximum loan amount before they start looking for a house. 
Too often, buyers will decide on a house to buy only to discover 
they can’t get a mortgage for it.  
(contibuted photos)

Michelle Soter, 
Century 21
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Your Local Source For Powerful

Chain Saws • Trimmers

• Brush Cutters • Blowers

• Landscape Equipment

• Safety Gear & Accessories

Your Local Authorized Sales & Service Dealer

Dave’s Turf and Marine

BUY LOCAL QUALITY

Visit us at www.davesturf.net

Over 65 Years 

of Service

Hwy. 16 East & East Gate Drive

Watertown • 261-6802

meaning they make their mortgage pay-
ment in full and then can’t enjoy life the 
rest of the month,” he said.

A lender will look at the clients dept 
to income ratio to help determine what 
they can be approved for. 

“If all looks good, we then issue them 
a preapproval letter, and this gives them 
the security that if they make an offer, 
they can obtain that home,” Schultz said.

After buyers know how much they 
want to spend, real estate agents set up 
an MLS search for clients.

“As soon as new homes hit the market, 
they will get an automatic email from 
me and then we go look at homes,” Soter 
said. “Sometimes it’s really stressful to 
buyers when they look ( for homes). It’s 
almost like being in a candy store, be-
cause you are looking at this and that or 
saying this home needs so much work.”

Buying a home can be an easy or diffi-
cult process depending on what people 
are looking for.

“There are so many emotions people 
go through, because this is one of the 
biggest investments you will ever make, 
and it’s emotional,” Soter said. “When 
you are looking, you can get attached to 

something, and it can become not avail-
able at the price you want to purchase it 
at. It can be a letdown to buyers, or it’s so 

overwhelming, they can’t choose.”
She said others can look at two homes 

and know exactly what they want.

In general, in Jefferson County, there is 
a low inventory of homes on the market.

“There are more buyers than there are 

homes for sale,” Soter said. “Homes un-
der the $200,000 mark go right away.”

The owners of Lake Mills Re/Max 

Community Realty, Kathy Zimmermann 
and Barry Luce, agree, saying right now 
inventory of homes is very low. Zimmer-
mann and Luce have been in business in 
Lake Mills since 2003. 

“There is just a shortage of inventory,” 
Zimmerman said. “The inventory hasn’t 
fluctuated in the last two years. We’ve 
been short.”

“There just aren’t enough homes on 
the market,” Luce added. 

Buyers often find themselves fighting 
for homes.

The best thing buyers can do is make 
sure they are preapproved, so they are 
comfortable with what they are offering 
for homes, and they understand what 
their payments would be.

“They have to make sure they have all 
their ducks in a row,” Luce said. 

It’s important for buyers to know what 
they want in a home.

“You have to decide immediately,” 
Zimmermann said. “The sellers are go-
ing to want to know when they have 
multiple offers, that this buyer is pre-
qualified and ready to move forward.”

Luce said buyers should remember 
that every contingency they put in the 

Barry Luce and Kathy Zimmerman, Lake Mills Re/Max Community Realty
(contibuted photos)
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Make remodeling

simple and stress free

offer hurts their chances at the home.
“You want to clear up as many contin-

gencies as you possibly can,” Luce said. 
“Lake Mills is a pretty hot market.” 

Lake Mills and the surrounding area 
has always been attractive to commut-
ers who travel daily to Madison and Mil-
waukee. 

“Our prices are probably a little high-
er than most of the communities in the 
county, because you’ve got great schools 
and the lake,” Zimmermann said. “There 
are not a lot of starter homes in the area.”

It’s hard to find a property in Lake 
Mills for less than $200,000.
Assistance available

For buyers who need down payment 
assistance in Jefferson County, there are 
home buyer assistance classes through 
the Jefferson County Economic Devel-
opment Consortium. They administer 
the Down Payment Plus program and 
HOME Consortium down payment as-
sistance programs, which provide fund-
ing for eligible home buyers toward the 
purchase of a home in Jefferson County. 
Funding can be used to pay for all of a 
down payment, closing costs, prepaid 
items, reserves and homebuyer counsel-

ing. 
For more information, go to jefferson-

countyhomebuyer.com or call 920-674-
8711.

“There is $11,000 available in forgiv-
able grants, but you have to take the 
classes first,” Soter said.

One of the other stressful parts of buy-
ing a home can be the inspection. Soter 
emphasized it’s an inspector’s job to find 
things.

“Sometimes it feels like a bigger deal 
than what it is,” she said of the issues in-
spectors find. “You have to have time to 
have someone come in and take a look. 
Truly most of the time they are a minor 
fix.”

The inspection is done after an offer is 
accepted.

“That’s the first place where you might 
end up renegotiating some if there are 
issues with the home,” Zimmerman said.

The process of buying a home is typi-
cally between 45-60 days.

“It takes a while to get the inspector in 
and it usually takes about two weeks to 
get the inspection done, and then they 
will order and appraisal, which can take 
a few weeks,” Zimmermann said. 

“And then their financing comes in,” 
Luce said.

“The process of getting through ap-
provals on financing can be another few 
weeks,” Zimmermann said. 

Luce and Zimmerman also said most 
first-time homebuyers are not looking 
for fixer-uppers because many of the 
loan programs available to them require 
homes to be in a certain condition. 

“You can’t have any chipping, peeling 
paint, and your electrical service has 
to be up to a certain standard, and the 
roof has to have so many years left on 
it,” Zimmermann 
said. “You have to 
be more selective 
on the home.”

“With this kind 
of market, you can 
lose out on a couple 
before you get one,” 
Zimmermann said. 

“If there are two 
or three offers or 
more, only one per-
son is going to end 
up with the house,” 
Luce said. “There 

are some highs and lows. It’s an adven-

ture.”

It’s important for a buyer to know 

what they want in a house.

“What is the home going to supply 

to you?” Luce said. “It’s going to be the 

backdrop for your family.”

“They have to determine too what 

are their absolute requirements and 

what are their thing they are willing to 

go without,” Zimmermann said. “There 

are certain things you need and certain 

things you would like to have but you 

may not get everything you want.”
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Freezing temperatures may be good 

for ice skating or building snowmen, but 

sub-freezing temperatures can be dan-

gerous for the average person and his or 

her home. 

Cold weather often leaves people 

scurrying to do whatever is necessary to 

safeguard themselves from the big chill. 

But it’s important homeowners also pro-

tect their homes in cold weather.

Plumbing

Plumbing and pipes may be vulnera-

ble to cold weather. Frozen pipes may 

burst and cause substantial damage to a 

home, potentially causing flooding and 

structural damage.

Homeowners should dis-

connect and drain garden 

hoses before winter arrives. 

Water to outdoor hose bibs 

should be turned off, though the valves 

on these outdoor faucets should be left 

open to drain. Also, outdoor faucets can 

be covered with insulating foam covers. 

The Red Cross says pipes that freeze 

most frequently include pipes in un-

heated areas, such as basements, attics, 

garages, and crawl spaces. Close vents 

to the outside in areas like attics and 

basements to limit the amount of cold 

WWW.CBKITCHENANDDESIGNS.COM

WISH IT!

DREAM IT!

DO IT!

300 E MAIN ST. 
 WATERTOWN, WI 
(920) 390-4646

RYAN JONES
OWNERServicing homeowners and contractors

Protect your home (and more) 
from Winter’s freeze

Homeowners should schedule annual checkups of furnaces and hot water heaters. In-
spect the heat exchanger for cracks, install a clean air filter and make sure all thermo-

stats are working properly.
It’s important to ensure that heating systems 
are working properly prior to the cold-weath-
er season. It may only take hours for the in-
terior of a home to reach dangerously low 
temperatures without adequate heat.
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air that gets indoors. Think about insulating unheated areas, as well as using pipe 
sleeves, heat tape or wraps on exposed pipes.

By opening kitchen and bathroom cabinet doors, homeowners can allow warm 
air from a home to reach pipes under the sink. During extreme freezes, keep cold 
water dripping from a sink to prevent pipes from freezing.
Service HVAC systems

It’s important to ensure that heating systems are working properly prior to the 
cold-weather season. It may only take hours for the interior of a home to reach dan-
gerously low temperatures without adequate heat. Homeowners should schedule 
annual checkups of furnaces and hot water heaters. Inspect the heat exchanger for 
cracks, install a clean air filter and make sure all thermostats are working properly.
Have fuel ready

Homeowners who heat their homes with oil, wood or coal should make sure they 
have plenty of fuel on hand in advance of 
winter. Shortages can occur, and it may 
take some time for new fuel to arrive in 
the midst of a cold snap.

As a precaution, homeowners can rely 
on portable space heaters to fill in the 
heating gaps during freezing tempera-
tures. Exercise extreme caution with 
these devices, turning them off when 
leaving the room and remembering to 
avoid overloading outlets.
Protect outside

Drain birdbaths, clean out down-
spouts and remove water from other 
items where water can freeze and cause 
damage. Inspect roofing prior to the 
snowy season, but stay off roofs during 
freezing weather. 

Remove snow shovels and other win-
ter gear from storage and make sure the 
items are easily accessible during snow-
storms. 

Winter’s bite can be severe. Home-
owners can protect themselves and 
their properties when the freeze sets in. 

682 E. Wisconsin Ave. • Oconomowoc, WI 53066

(262) 567-4873 • www.radtkeappliance.com

Mon., Thurs. 8:30-7; Tues., Wed., Fri 8:30-5:30; Sat. 8:30-3:00
Accredited 

Approved 

Member

APPLIANCE & MATTRESSES

Sales & Service Since 1949

Receive up to a $1600 rebate*   
with the purchase of select Café appliance  

suite combinations.

July 1 – December 31, 2019 

Remodel
Reward

*Via online or mail-in rebate. See rebate form for details and list of eligible models.

How to get your rebate:

Buy 4 Café Appliances = $500

Include a built-in refrigerator = $600 Bonus

Include a wall oven/cooktop 
combo or pro range = $500 Bonus

CELEBRATING 132 YEARS 
OF DOING BUSINESS
Building Techniques & Cost Have Changed.

We Can Help You Make Sure You Are Not Underinsured.

Complete Coverage For:

• Homeowners • Farm Owners • Small Business

Lebanon Clyman Mutual
Insurance Co.

Call for an Agent Near You

www.lebanonclymanmutual.com

P.O. Box 86 • Lebanon, WI 53047-0086 • (920) 925-3755
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Mold and mildew are not only un-
sightly, but unhealthy. These fungi grow 
readily in damp areas and are found in 
the air breathed both indoors and out-
side. If left unaddressed, mold and mil-
dew can threaten the health of a home’s 
inhabitants.

Mildew is a type of mold that remains 
relatively flush with the surface it grows 
on. Other molds can grow puffy in ap-
pearance. Molds serve the purpose of 
destroying organic materials, but in 
high amounts, these microorganisms 
can cause respiratory problems, sinus 
congestion, throat irritation, headaches, 
and other issues, particularly when 
mold grows unchecked indoors, says 
Better Homes and Gardens.

As a result, it is essential to address 
mold before it becomes problematic.

According to Polygon, a drying tech-
nology and temporary climate solutions 
company, the wet season in winter is 
when molds often grow and expand. 
Mold can break down the integrity and 
strength of the surfaces where it grows. 

Homeowners can employ the follow-
ing strategies to prevent mold growth:

• Keep all surfaces clean, using prop-
er cleaning products. Diluted bleach 
solutions are highly effective at killing 
microscopic fungi, viruses and bacteria.

• Reduce moisture and humidity by 
ensuring sufficient air circulation in 
rooms, particularly bathrooms and 
kitchens. An exhaust fan will help re-
move moisture quickly. 

• Fabrics covered in mildew that can 
be laundered should be carefully re-
moved and washed in chlorine bleach 
and hot water. An oxygen bleach prod-
uct also can be effective.

• Invest in a dehumidifier that can re-
duce moisture in the home in problem 
areas, such as damp basements or ga-
rages.

• Fix plumbing leaks as soon as possi-
ble.

• Remove damp leaves and snow from 
areas around the foundation of the 
home. Ensure that gutters and down-
spouts are clear of debris and can shuttle 
water away from the house effectively.

• Replace cracked or defective mortar 
in basements.

• Make sure all seals on windows and 
doors are not compromised and are in 
good working condition.

• Be sure an HVAC in-line humidifier 
is adjusted to the right setting and isn’t 
pumping too much moisture into the 
heated air; otherwise, the added humid-
ity can contribute to mold.

• If there is a flood or water infiltrates 

a home in other 
ways, hire a pro-
fessional service 
to help clean and 
dry the home ef-
fectively. Mold 
and mildew are 
problematic, but 
with diligence 
they can be kept 
at bay. 

36 months • 0%
FINANCING AVAILABLE

✓

✓

10 YEARS ON ALL PARTS! UP TO 12 YEARS ON LABOR
ALL REPAIRS GUARANTEED 1 FULL YEAR

WE 
SERVICE

ALL
MAKES &
MODELS

WATERTOWN’S CHOICE FOR REPLACEMENT 
HEATING & A/C UNITS

www.carewheating.net

24 HOUR

SERVICE

FREE

ESTIMATES

Residential Heating & Air Conditioning 
Installation & Service

1104 South Tenth Street, Watertown, WI 53094
Phone (920) 262-2288

*On qualifying equipment and approved credit.

1104 South Tenth Street, 
Watertown, WI 53094

Phone (920) 262-2288

Fall Check Up Coupon!

Only one coupon per customer. Call (920) 262-2288. Expires December 31, 2019.

$2000
OFF

on a precision
tune-up

*Can’t be used on Comfort Club

Prevent growth of mold/mildew in colder months
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Business 
Insurance 
Tailored For
Contractors

WATERTOWN’S 

INSURANCE AGENCY

CONTACT US FOR A QUOTE TODAY

Coverage Including: Competitive Workers’ 
Compensation Rates with Dividend Plans, Tools & 

Equipment, Comprehensive Liability & Builders Risk

(920) 261-5403 • Watertown

www.avidrisk.com www.2koplinexcavating.com

We are located 2 miles north of Watertown off old Hwy. 26 

(Cty L). on Koplin Drive, or take New By-Pass and Exit at Cty. L enter at Koplin Drive.

KOPLIN EXCAVATING
N1330 Koplin Drive • Watertown

(920) 261-2121

WATCH FOR SIGNS!

COMMERCIAL OR RESIDENTIAL
EXCAVATING 

“Since 1954”

EXCAVATING & GRADING INC.

“WE DELIVER”

• Mason Sand • Torpedo Sand

• Pink Pepper Stone 
• Mulch

• Washed Stone (1” & 2”) 

• Rustic Granite Stone

• Mississippi River Stone

• Bedding Sand

• Gravel (with and without fi nes)

“Available by the pail or by the yard”
A variety of landscaping stones 
in many sizes & colors available.

...WE GOT IT!

if you

• Screened Top Soil

Quarry
on

Site!

nd Exit at Cty. L enter at Koplin Drive.
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 Additions 

Remodeling

Bathrooms

Kitchens

Roofi ng and Siding

From Start to Finish

Watertown’s Full 

Service Contractor

featuring Siminton Replacement Windows

Home Improvement Professionals
Lead and Asbestos Renovation Certifi ed

(920)261-6080
Tom Dehnert, Owner Carpenter, Watertown • State Licensed & Insured • Watertown Housing Program Contractor

By Sarah Weihert
Leadereditor@hngnews.com

Fall, the third season of the year, is the 
best time to revamp your landscape for 
the next growing season.

Jefferson County master gardener Eve 
West says fall is the best time to plant 
spring bulbs like daffodils, tulips, crocus 
and lots of other less well-known variet-
ies of bulbs.

“Cutting back the tops of plants is op-
tional,” West said. “Some folks like the 
winter interest of standing seed heads, 
which can attract birds, and it helps to 
gather snow for winter protection.”

She warns gardeners that leaving the 
tops might mean lots of seedlings com-
ing up in the spring to weed out.

“Cut off any diseased material and dis-
pose of it,” she said.

Dried flower and plant stalks can also 
be fun to collect.

“It’s fun to collect interesting stalks 
of flowers and grasses to use dry in ar-
rangements,” West said. “I collect them 
all summer when they’re fresh and dry 
upside down for later use. I do the same 
with catnip for our kitties.”

West suggests collecting seeds for 
propagation for the next growing season 
or to share with friends.

“Store in envelopes, I use the ones 
from junk mail, and label for identifica-
tion and date.

It’s important to keep weeding gar-
dens and flower beds until the ground 
freezes,” she said. “Early fall is a good 
time to plant or transplant many peren-
nials when there are warmer soils and 
cooler air temps. Be sure to keep water-
ing and mulch after the ground freezes.”

“This Old House” landscape contrac-
tor Roger Cook’s fall checklist includes 
aerating the lawn, which allows water 

and nutrients to reach the roots. Fertiliz-
ing grass and cutting back on fertilizer in 
late summer prevents perennials from 
wasting energy on leaf production.

“But grass roots keep growing until 
the ground gets down to around 40 de-
grees,” Cook said. “This is a good time to 
feed them.”

Apply a high-phosphorus (12-25-12) 
mix to lawns in fall to encourage roots, 
so turf greens up earlier in spring.

The master gardeners agree October 
is the best time to fertilize. 

“You should do a soil test first. It’s not 
a good idea to use a combined product 
for fertilization and weed control,” West 
said.

It’s important to trim grass down one 
final time before the end of the growing 
season Cook said. 

Fall is also a good time to plant shrubs. 
Doing so in early fall gives the plants a 

head start at establishing roots in the 
season’s cool, moist soil. 

Also, Cook said not to forget to trim 
back dead branches and perennials.

As far as potted plants go, West rec-
ommends bringing plants inside to win-
ter. 

For those who are feeling ambitious, 
cuttings can be taken to root for over-
wintering, while they are still looking 
healthy, in a soilless mix but not in wa-
ter. 

Fall is also a good time to plant or 
transplant trees and shrubs.

“Keep trees and shrubs well-watered 
through freeze-up, and mulch after soil 
freezes,” West said.

When it comes to invasive species, 
West said fall is the best and easiest time 
to control invasive woodies like buck-
thorn and honeysuckle.  

“Cut off at the ground and immediate-

Fall is the time to prep your lawn for Spring
Experts offers tips, tricks on gardening
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Mention this ad for $1.00 off
a Bag of BBQ Pellets!

BBQ Pellets $18.00 • 40# Bag
BBQ Pellets $14.00 • 20# Bag

22 fl avors to choose from

Chimney Repair

& Restoration

Chimney

Sweep

Mention Promo Code 2019FH15

DAIZY SWEEPS • daizysweeps.com

Mention Promo Code 2019FHI10

DAIZY SWEEPS • daizysweeps.com

5% OFF $10 OFF

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR #1 CONCERN

(920) 386-9563•(920) 318-6518

Chimney Cleaning,
Restoration & Repair

Call for
Premium BBQ,

Heating & Horse
Bedding Pellets!

www.jerryheppexcavating.comryheppexcavaryheppexcava

JERRY HEPP
EXCAVATING, INC.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIALOMMERCIAL

SHOP LOCATION:
842 West Street • P.O. Box 47

Watertown, WI 53094-0047

920.261.6739 Fax 920.261.6741

Email: jlheppexc@charter.net

ly apply undiluted Poison Ivy and Brush 

Killer – there are several varieties avail-

able – with a paint brush on the stump,” 

she said. 

An issue many homeowners face 

during all times of the year is improper 

drainage, which 

if not taken care of before major rain-

fall or snowmelt can lead to thousands 

of dollars in damages to a home.

Ryan Larsen, a civil engineer at NDS 

Inc., known for the company’s instruc-

tional YouTube videos on drainage and 

stormwater management told Better 

Homes and Gardens magazine it’s im-

portant to keep water 
runoff at least 10 feet 
away from the home. 

Larson helped to 
developed NDS’ Home 
Drainage Center, an 
interactive online tool 
to help homeowners 
identify their drainage 
problems, the cause 
and best solution. 

When a home has 
poor drainage, it could 
affect the landscaping 
around the home and 
worsen the home’s 
foundation, which can 
cost tens of thousands 
of dollars to repair. 

Larsen said gravi-
ty driven systems are 
best for drainage.

“Your pump is go-
ing to fail eventually, 

and I can almost guarantee that it is go-
ing to fail during the storm, not when it’s 
bright and sunny out,” he said.

Continues on page 12

Garden beds are a good way to keep a neat and tidy garden.
The Jefferson County master gardeners say early October is the best time to fertilize the lawn. It’s a good idea to do a soil test first, and don’t 
use a combined product for fertilization and weed control. Good landscaping with proper drainage can make any house a home. The fall is 
the best time of year to ready landscape and property for winter.   Photos by Sarah Weihert
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ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Over 30 Years of 

Experience and

 Fully Insured

(920) 262-9452

822 West Street • Watertown

Steve Saniter • #MP - 227089 • Owner
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Making sure the property is ready for 
efficient water drainage will improve the 
success of landscapes and save money in 
the long run. 

When it comes to the garden West 
said leaving asparagus plants standing 
during the winter can capture snow for 
insulation.

“Plant garlic cloves in autumn for ear-
ly spring growth,” she said. “Mulch well 
to keep down weeds, keep moist and 
prevent top growth.”

Winter squash and pumpkins should 
be harvested when the skins are hard-
ened before frost.

“Afterwards it’s a good idea to condi-
tion them in a warm place to increase 
winter storage length,” West said.

She said gardeners can leave carrots 
and parsnips in the garden over winter 
with a good layer of mulch.

“I use full leaf bags, so we can harvest 
at any time,” she said.

West uses the lawnmower to shred 
leaves and either bags them up for use 
as mulch for trees, shrubs or perennials 
after the ground freezes or piles them for 
later use or to start a compost pile. 

“It works even better if grass clippings 

are included,” she said. “Using a mulch-

ing lawnmower means you might be 

able to leave them on the lawn if they’re 

not too thick.”

Fall is the best time to start a compost 

pile and the Jefferson County master gar-

deners have good information available 

on the best way to get started online.

Fall is a great time to get soil tested. 

The UW Extension offices have the infor-

mation and testing kits. There is a fee for 

soil testing.

For more gardening information from 

the UW master gardeners program, go 

to learningstore.extension.wisc.edu or 

call the Jefferson County UW Extension 

office master gardener plant health ad-

visers at 920-647-7295 or email Master-

Gardener@jeffersoncountywi.gov from 

May to September. Other times of the 

year, questions may be directed to Kim 

Buchholz by calling 920-674-7297 or 

emailing kimb@jeffersoncountywi.gov. 

SAVE 50% OFF LABOR ON 

LEAF FREE WITH THIS AD

Call now for 
a Free Estimate

www.watertownsiding.com

120 W. Main St. 

Watertown, WI

Offer Expires Oct. 31, 2019

Your price includes cleaning gutters 
and  tune-up as needed.

CALL NOW!

261-2975
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Photo spreads in home design maga-
zines can be awe-inspiring. Quite often 
homeowners wish they could lift the 
looks right off the pages of magazines 
and transform their own homes into pic-
ture-perfect retreats. 

It takes an eye for design to pull a room 
together — even with inspiration — and 
make it both functional and attractive. 
While hiring an interior designer is one 
way to go, homeowners can use some of 
the tricks and techniques the designers 
employ to do a remarkably good job of 
improving the interiors of their homes 
without such help.
Embrace texture

The colors used in a home can add 
impact, but designers often utilize vari-
ous textures to create aesthetic appeal. 
A single color scheme can be enhanced 
by various fabrics. Consider a leather 
sofa made more cozy with chenille pil-

lows next to a rustic side table. Figure 
out ways to incorporate a few different 
textures to add depth to the room.

Be careful with 
color

Many high-end 
homes showcase 
neutral shades that 
are enhanced by 
pops of color. If you 
like a rich, royal pur-
ple, leave room for 
other colors as well. 
Add touches of purple 
in vases, throw pillows 
and other accessories.

Also, many design-
ers work in shades of 
three for room colors. 
There may be one main 
color for walls, another 
color for larger accents, 

such as couches and chairs, and then 
a third color that pops in accessories 

such as flowers, pil-
lows and collectibles. 
These can be any 
colors, but the most 
muted tends to be 
the more abundant 
shade.
Add a bit of bling

Glittery items and 
metallics can add 
a touch of luxury 
feel to any space. 
A shiny table lamp, 
mirrors, a sparkling 
chandelier, and the 
like are easy ways 
to produce a high-
end feel. Reflective 
surfaces also will 
cast light around 

the room, giving the illusion of a larger 
space.

Choose a big statement piece
Many homeowners make the mis-

take of filling a room with several small 
pieces of furniture that only contribute 
to clutter. Instead, look for a statement 
piece, which can be a cabinet, armoire 
or chaise. Mix and match large and small 
elements for a sense of balance.
Accessorize

Finish the room with accessories and 
flowers. When placing and hanging 
knickknacks and wall art, odd-num-
bered groupings often look the most co-
hesive and interesting. Experiment with 
different scales and heights for even 
more dimension.

When inspiration hits, take some cues 
from interior design pros to make spac-
es look like they belong on the pages of 
your favorite magazines.

Awe Home Services LLC

Give your next project the “Awe” Factor

Full service Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

920-206-2751
maryawe@charter.net    awehomeservices.com

We Provide: Design & Build for all areas of your home. 

Computer renderings, Cabinets, Granite, Quartz, Tile, 

Plumbing, Flooring, Doors, Windows, Moldings, Trim 

& Custom Closets.

Secrets to making your home look like 
you hired a design pro
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A fireplace is a cozy and warm spot 
around which a family can gather. The 
home and real estate resource Home-
Guides.com indicates that 60 percent of 
new homes have a fireplace, which is up 
from 36 percent in the 1970s. 

Naturally, fueling a fireplace for the 
season may require homeowners with 
wood-burning units to keep an ample 
supply of wood at the ready. How that 
wood is stored is important, as properly 
stored firewood can prevent waste and 
other issues around the house.

Wood that is freshly cut has a water 
content of 60 percent or more. Yet, for 
best burning ability, wood should be 
near 20 percent in water content. Green 
wood is hard to ignite and will not burn 
nearly as well or efficiently as seasoned 
wood. Another concern associated with 
green wood is that it can contribute 
more to creosote accumulation in the 
flue of a fireplace. Creosote is a combus-
tible material that may lead to fires if left 
unchecked.

According to BioAdvanced®, a sci-

ence-based lawn, garden and home im-
provement innovator, seasoning wood 
typically takes six months to a year. 
Homeowners may opt to purchase sea-
soned wood that already has sat and 
dried.

Homeowners who have an abundance 
of firewood have to store it somewhere. 
Log Splitters Direct suggests choosing 
a dry, breezy area of the property that 
is about 20 feet from the nearest door 
to the house. This helps avoid hitchhik-
er pests from coming inside with the 
wood, such as termites, ants, spiders, 
and mice. Do not stack the wood flush 
against a structure. It should be at least 
a few inches away to allow airflow be-
hind the stack.

Stick to organized rows of wood no 
more than four feet high. Log racks and 
pallets and posts will keep the wood up 
and off of the ground where moisture 
and rotting can develop. Placing the logs 
in an unorganized pile will impede air 

flow and cause the wood to rot rather 

than continue to dry and season even 

more.

Homeowners also should use a cov-

er to protect seasoned firewood from 

the elements. Position a tarp or plastic 

sheeting so it blankets the top of the 

stack and extends a few inches down the 

sides. Keep the sides mostly exposed to 

air. Others prefer to stack it in a barn or 

shed or under an overhang. 

Green wood is less expensive than 

seasoned wood. Those who prefer this 

method should do so in the early spring 

and let it season over the next several 

months. 

Bankrate says that the cost of a cord 

of wood varies across the country, but in 

general one can expect to pay between 

$120 and $180 for a cord of hardwood 

that is split and seasoned. This price 

may be higher in mid-winter when de-

mand increases.

How to store firewood the right way
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Thanks to its typically temperate 

weather, fall is the ideal time to com-

plete a number of renovations. Here are 

some types of projects that are best to 

undertake in autumn.

1. Update the siding. Nothing boosts 

your home’s curb appeal like a fresh coat 

of paint or brand new siding. 

2. Repave the driveway. A freshly 

paved drive¬way will stand up to the harsh winter weather that’s approaching. 

3. Repair or replace the roof. Your roof protects your home against rain, snow 

and wind. If yours is due for a renovation, fall is the best season to complete the 

task. 

4. Change the windows and doors. Much like your roof, your windows and 

doors play a big role in keeping your home comfortable and dry. 

5. Remodel the kitchen. If you schedule it right, you could complete your kitch-

en renovation in time to do your holiday baking in the updated space.  

Most of these projects will increase your home’s value. They’ll also protect your 

home from the elements and, in some cases, help to lower your monthly energy 

bills.

FALL FLOORING DAYS
BEAUTY MEETS BEAST-MODE. WATERPROOF.

Business Highway 26 
Between Fort & Jefferson
(920) 674-9857 
www.crosstownfl oors.net

5 renovations that are 
better to do in the fall
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WATERTOWN
500 Milford St

(920) 261-7160

OCONOMOWOC
680 E. Wisconsin Ave.

(262) 354-0641

WATERLOO
151 W. Madison St.

(920) 478-2457

LAKE MILLS
102 E. Madison St.

(920) 945-0522

Demonstration Day
Saturday November 2nd, 2019

500 Milford St.

Watertown, WI

10AM Carpet Cleaning Demo

11AM Wall Plank Installation  

 Demo

12PM Karndean Vinyl Design  

 Flooring Demo

15% OFFALL HUNTERDOUGLAS 
WINDOW TREATMENTS!

SAVE ON IN-STOCK

hard surface. 
Select in-stock fl ooring

Free ½” 6# or 3/8”
8# cushion with

In-stock carpet purchase

FREE 
CARPET CUSHION

Come learn about the fun and 

easy installation of vinyl fl oor 

design and the fabulous new 

trend in wall planks. Refresh 

your home with confi dence! 

Live Demonstrations.ineedfl ooringnow.com

MAIL-IN REBATE OFFER ON QUALIFYING 

PURCHASES 9/14/19-12/9/19
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