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JOHNSON CREEK HIGH SCHOOL

School is more than 18 years in the making

Principal Neil O’Connell, left, and dean of students and athletic director Chad Hayes carry a box into the new school on Monday, Aug. 15.

SARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times

Johnson Creek has a new middle/high school
By Sarah Weihert
sarahw@wdtimes.com
JOHNSON CREEK — When Johnson Creek’s 380
middle/high school students walk through the door on
Tuesday they will be entering a school more than 18
years in the making. District officials started planning
for a new school decades ago and purchased
the land on County Highway B in 1998 after a
referendum.
Voters in the Johnson Creek School District
approved the $18.9 million dome school referendum in 2014 after three referendum tries with
regular construction and two with the dome
construction idea. Johnson Creek Middle/High
School is the first dome school to be built in the
state and was modeled after a school built in
2000 in Grand Meadow, Minnesota.
The final vote on the referendum showed
voters in the village of Johnson Creek overwhelmingly
passed the referendum 659-371, in the town of Aztalan voters passed it 43-31 and in the town of Milford it
passed 21-11. In the town of Concord the referendum
was voted down 38-99, in the town of Farmington it

was defeated 118-313 and in the town of Watertown the
referendum was voted down 51-74.
District officials faced an uphill climb in getting
the referendum passed. Since 2005 voters in Johnson
Creek defeated three referendums. The 2005 referendum was rejected by a 4-1 margin, the 2010 referen-

athletic fields being taken out of the 2014 referendum.
School board President Rick Kaltenberg said, “I
think informing the public what the domes were was
the biggest thing. The first time we went to referendum
we lost but I don’t think people understood what we
were trying to build. We didn’t do a very good job of
educating them about the domes.”
Dr. Michael Garvey, superintendent of schools,
said, “It’s a double-edged sword. When you go
back to the public over and over you get some
voter fatigue and you get some folks angry that
When: Sunday, Sept. 11, they already said no. We tried to really listen to
what their concerns were and change the project
4:30-6 p.m.
significantly each time, but then it’s a re-education
Where: Johnson Creek
process and we are back at square one.”
Garvey and members of the school board say
School, 455 Aztalan St.
now that the school is complete they believe many
of the people who voted against the referendum
dum was defeated by 210 votes and the $29 million
are
excited
for the new building to be going up.
proposal in 2011 was turned down by a 2-1 margin. In
Garvey
and
Kaltenberg attribute the success of the
2013 voters also said no to a $21.95 million referendum
to build a dome school structure. The main difference referendum in 2014 to the concentrated effort of the
(Continued on page 4, col. 1)
in the two dome school referendums was the cost of the

Grand opening
celebration
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Why build domes? Creek uses unique building style
By Sarah Weihert
sarahw@wdtimes.com
JOHNSON CREEK — What are
monolithic domes and why did Johnson
Creek need them?
Johnson Creek Middle/High School
includes five domes and has been constructed on district owned property purchased in 1998 on County Highway B,
on the west side of Johnson Creek. The
school houses grades five-12 and the
district office has been relocated to the
new building.
The five domes include a high school
dome at 140 feet in diameter, administration and shared activities dome at 140
feet in diameter, middle school dome at
140 feet in diameter, gymnasium and
athletics dome at 160 feet in diameter
and the cafetorium and vocational dome
at 160 feet in diameter.
The school also features a fitness center and a dedicated wrestling room as well
as a walking path around the gym dome.
The new school is designed to accommodate the growing population of
Johnson Creek in mind and features
classroom areas, energy efficiency and
secure entrances as well as a public fitness center, among other features.
The referendum approved in 2014
cost taxpayers $18.9 million, $3 million less than the referendum in 2013.

The biggest change between the 2013
referendum and the 2014 one is the loss
of the athletic fields. The funds for those
are currently being raised by the One
Team One Dream capital campaign.
In addition to the cost savings, the

geothermal heating and cooling. Dr.
Michael Garvey said it would take 108
years for the cost savings to appear for
the district. Thirty percent is estimated
to be saved annually by the district for
heating and cooling with the new school.

“It just didn’t turn out to not be cost
effective. It had an $11 million price tag
and it was a 108 year payback on the
equipment, which lasts about 25 years,”
Garvey said. “The other aspects of the
dome already reduce the heating and
cooling cost so it is very difficult to say
you are going to see those savings. In
conventional building you have greater
savings so you have a quicker payback.”
Natural light also plays a factor in
cost savings in the building. Each of the
front three domes has a skylight.
The domes also give the school more
flexibility to grow and change over time
with technology, because unlike a traditional school with load bearing walls
and interior columns, the interior of the
dome has more open space and the ability to move walls based on need.
The domes also increase safety in
the school because monolithic domes
exceed FEMA standards for providing
protection against tornadoes, hurricanes,
earthquakes, most man-made disasters,
SARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times fire, termites and rot.
Another important aspect for the district
Dr. Michael Garvey leads a tour of the new middle/high school prior to the first
in
the
dome design is the ability to add adday of school.
ditional domes for the elementary school
monolithic domes are already so energy The reason for the savings is the domes if need be. The district has room to build
efficient on their own, Focus on Energy are made of a shell of concrete insulated up to four more domes at the location.
The domes use space efficiently, Garcouldn’t recommend the district put in with foam that holds hot or cool air in.
vey said. “The domes really allow better
utilization of space. Everyone in 10thgrade geometry, if they can remember
that, learned a circle is a better use of
square footage than a square. We are
now being reminded of that as adults.”
Educators from across the state have
expressed interest in the school and Garvey says he has already done tours for
district administrators who are interested in the dome idea.
Staff and Students for the
Crossroads With A Future
“A number of the tours I’ve given
Johnson Creek Schools
have
been to school administrators and
The fastest growing
I believe we will see more once the
being named
school is open. We’ve offered to the
community in
Schools of Distinction
other school boards in the state for them
Jefferson County...
to stop in on their way to the convenin Reading and Math
tion in January. Only one or two have
Johnson Creek is known as
said domes would be a good solution
by the
“A crossroads with a future.” for them because you have to have the
space and you have to be building new
Over 100,000 people work,
and not remodeling,” he said.
stay and travel here each day.
The domes have been interesting to
work with, Garvey said, and have gone
up as promised from the day construcJOIN THE CHAMBER!
tion started.
Pay your 2017 dues by 9/30/16
“I don’t ever remember there being
and the
and enjoy the benefits
a down day, especially after the dome
for the rest of 2016.
membranes went up, and that helps with
the cost of things to keep everything
JOHNSON CREEK AREA
moving.”
Garvey also said the tradesmen who
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
have worked on the project have worked
920-699-4949
well together on the unique building.
director@johnsoncreekchamber.com
“Most of the folks working on the
project had not done dome construction
johnsoncreekchamber.com
before. We really worked closely with
johnsoncreek-wi.us
(Continued on page 3, col. 1)

The Johnson Creek
Board of Education

Congratulates

JOHNSON CREEK
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The entrance to the Johnson Creek Middle/High School is shown on Monday, Aug. 15.
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Contractors worked well together to create school —

(Continued from page 2)
tSouth Industries, who were the dome
-constructors, to make some recommenldations as well.”
d Maas Brothers was the general contractor that oversaw the project and the
architect was Martin Sell of TSP Archirtecture.
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One of the most expensive and frustrating portions of the building process
was the site work, because of village
and county laws.
“The site work presented some challenges due to the requirements imposed
by the village and county,” he said.
Another challenge before furni-

ture was moved in was the echo in the
domes. District officials hope the addition of soft furniture will help with the
sound, but they plan to address the issue
if it becomes a problem.
“One of the things we agreed internally was that we’re going to address the
echoing after everything was moved in.

Each time we place new furniture, put
new lockers in or change the wall the
echo changes. We don’t want to overreact now with sound panels that could
possibly be handled by putting soft furniture that could be usable instead of
something just hanging on the wall,”
Garvey said.
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from your community partner,
neighbor and friends at J&L Tire.
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WATERTOWN • Hwy 16 & Boulder Road • 920-206-4444 | JOHNSON CREEK • I-94 & Hwy. 26 • 920-699-2576
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Creek has new school —
(Continued from page 1)
Johnson Creek 4 Our Kids group which held
events and helped the district educate the public about the need for a new school.
The group discussed the condition of the
current school and the attributes of the dome
school and why it was the right choice for the
community.
“When 4 Our Kids got involved and facilitated the pipeline of information. I think that is
what really convinced people. People always
wanted a new school, I just think they had
to be convinced we had the right thing,” said
Kaltenberg.
Garvey said, “The 4 Our Kids group has always been with us but really focused on the
last referendum and I think that really helped
us get the information out more so than the
previous ones. It was a more concentrated
group that really focused on getting right information out.”
Kaltenberg said the number of tours Garvey
has given shows the amount of people who are
interested in the school.
“The folks we have given tours to aren’t just
the folks who supported the referendum vocally. There have been folks who have come
through that said, ‘I voted no, but this is an incredible building,’” Garvey said. “People are
very curious because they expected the classrooms to be very small because they thought
they heard it somewhere.”
School board member Carol O’Neil said, “I
think some of the people who voted no have

come around and are very positive and excited.
These are people who have lived in this community their entire lives and are excited to see
something new happening.”
Kaltenberg has been involved with all the
referendums the district has had since 2005
and says it has been a long run.
“It’s been a big journey. The night it passed
the emotion at Fiesta Garibaldi (where they
had their election night event) was just amazing. Everybody had poured their heart and
soul into it. I think it’s going to be great for
the community and I think we already see that
with all the activity that is happening here is
a direct result of this community investing in
itself with a new school. I think it draws other
businesses and people.”
After more than 10 years with the district Garvey has been through several of the
school’s referendums.
“It’s been an exciting project all the way
through and every day there is something new
pertaining to the building, it’s absolutely incredible,” he said. “I took a week of vacation
and after a week just to see the changes and
how far things came was just incredible. This
is something the students of our community
and our staff deserved a long time ago and it’s
just great to have been part of it and to be able
to provide that to our students and faculty and
to our community,” Garvey said. “The community deserves this and they are going to reSARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times
ceive it and it will be great to walk in there on
Skylights
in
the
middle/high
school
domes
provide
natural lighting.
the first day of school with all the students.”

Congratulations
to the Johnson Creek School District

Waste & Recycling Equipment Management Company
Compactor & Baler Service— Maintenance—Parts— Bailing Wire
Stop by JWR for all of your Hydraulic Hose
and Fi�ng needs.
Hoses & Fi�ngs In Stock!
We make Hoses while you wait.

(The Domes)

We are the proud suppliers and installers
of the following products on your project.
(Thru Maas Bros. Construction)
Aluminum Doors & Windows
Glazing
Skylights
H.M. Doors and Frames
Wood Doors
Finish Hardware

Parker Product Center Hours: Monday– Friday 7am-3:30pm
322 N Watertown St. - Johnson Creek, WI 53038
Phone: 920-541-7083 Fax: 920-699-2847 Email: parts@jwrinc.net

2801 N. Roemer Rd. • Appleton, WI 54913
920-734-9164
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We Care
QUALITY HEALTHCARE IS AVAILABLE
RIGHT HERE IN JOHNSON CREEK.
Our dedicated providers work to help your entire family
achieve total health through prevention, education, and
medical intervention – if needed.
From your family’s routine healthcare needs – annual
exams, screenings, ﬂu shots, immunizations, and lab
work – to more specialized care including orthopedics,
urology, and cardiology – to same day appointments for
illnesses and minor injuries – the caring providers at the
Fort HealthCare Johnson Creek clinic are committed to
improving your health and well-being.

GET TO KNOW US WELL!
FortHealthCare.com/JC • 920.699.4000
400 DOCTORS COURT, JOHNSON CREEK

• We participate in most insurance
plans including Dean Care,
Unity, Physicians Plus, Humana,
United Health Care (UHC),
MercyCare, and more. Visit
FortHealthCare.com/Insurance
for a complete list.
• Enjoy the convenience of
MyCompass, your online
medical health record, and our
HealtheLife mobile app!
• Fort HealthCare Johnson Creek
offers same day appointments
for existing patients with
urgent care needs.
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At left, the stage in the new cafetorium is ready at the new school. At right is the library prior to the shelves being filled with books.

SARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times

We are
Proud
Blue Jay
Supporters!

Congratulations
Johnson Creek
Schools!

Our Lending Experts are Relationship Builders, Contact us Today!
'PSU"ULJOTPOt+FòFSTPO
+PIOTPO $SFFLt4VMMJWBO



MEMBER FDIC

Congratulations to the
Johnson Creek School District
on their new school!
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The Village of Johnson Creek is the
“Crossroads with a Future”!

With all that Johnson Creek has to offer,
people and businesses are looking to locate
here, making it the fastest growing
community in Jefferson County!
There is property available for both
homeowners and businesses.

Village of Johnson Creek
920-699-2296
www.johnsoncreek-wi.us
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Old Johnson Creek school site
to be for sale, buyers wanted
By Sarah Weihert
sarahw@wdtimes.com
JOHNSON CREEK — A new elementary school for the Johnson Creek School District may not be that many years away. Earlier this month the Johnson Creek School
Board entered into an agreement with RE/
MAX to sell the entire school property including the elementary and middle/high
school located on Milwaukee and South
streets at a 6 percent commission.
There are several ways the district could
sell the property. The board could sell the
entire property with lease-back of the elementary school. The other option would be
to sell just the parcel the high school is on
or demolish the building to sell the parcel.
“The sale of the property probably would
not provide enough dollars to relocate the
elementary, but we are hopeful it would
provide enough dollars to reduce the cost
of building the elementary to a tolerable
point,” said Dr. Michael Garvey.
Garvey said the district hopes to sell the
property for enough money to build the
necessary domes for the elementary school
without having to go to referendum.
“We believe that the corner access to
Highway 26 is more valuable than just
selling the first spot in with an elementary
school in between,” he said.

“The idea is someone could buy the high
school building and use the income from
the elementary school lease to renovate the
school for senior apartments or something
like that.”
Jammie Trapp and Patricia Schwartz
of RE/MAX said at a recent school board
meeting they would value the buildings at
about $2.40 a square foot when selling the
entire 13-acre parcel of land.
Garvey said, “I think we have redefined
SARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times
lease-back. We are not looking for cash to Above, the board room table was crafted by tech ed students last school
use for something else. We are looking for
time to make the move. If the selling price year. Below is the technology education room at the new middle/high
is high enough that we don’t need to go to school. The power source comes from the ceiling.
referendum it shortens that time,” he said.
“If we need to go to referendum, having the
purchase price rolled into the cost, the additional cost will be such a small amount.”
The site and utilities are all ready to go
to build the additional elementary school
domes.
“We could have it up in a year, if the
purchase price covers the total cost that
wouldn’t be a problem, 18 months is the
outside,” Garvey said. “I think selling the
whole parcel is going to get us a better return and the intent has always been to get
everybody onto this campus, so I don’t see
any downside to marketing it this way.”

Here’s to a
great start
in your new
school!

(262) 506-3200
www.nextelectricinc.com

Go! Blue Jays Go!

From your friends at the

JOHNSON CREEK
PUBLIC LIBRARY

PUB STYLE MENU

This ad made possible through
private donations to the library.

(Hwy 26 in front of Menards)

125 Lincoln Street
Johnson Creek, WI
(920) 699-3741

www.johnsoncreeklibrary.org

Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sun. 11 to 11
Fri & Sat 11 to Midnight

385 Wright Rd

(920) 699-9174
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Johnson Creek Elementary School and old middle/high school are shown from above on Tuesday, Aug. 23.

SARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times

Quality People. Building Solutions.SM
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NAMI is Wisconsin’s premier Mechanical systems provider.

©2016 North American Mechanical, Inc.
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608.842.3900 | 4401 State Road 19 | Windsor, WI 53598 | naminc.com
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SARAH WEIHE

The new Johnson Creek Middle/High Schoo

ERT/Daily Times

ol is seen from above on Tuesday, Aug. 23.
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Contributed photo

The Johnson Creek Public School is
depicted in this image from 1898.

The southwest view of the high school built in 1898 is shown.

Contributed photo

History provides look at schools of years past
By Debra Brown and
Ruth Schmidt
of the Johnson Creek
Historical Society
JOHNSON CREEK — The Johnson Creek School
District was founded in 1848, before Wisconsin became a state in 1849.

The district was known as District No. 8 of Farmington and Aztalan townships. The first school was a
log structure located on Milwaukee Street. From the
time the district was created it was operated by the
townships, and in 1861 the laws were amended to create a county superintendent of schools.
In 1898 the district built a two-story brick building,

48 feet wide and 52 feet long with a basement, housing
lower grades and high school students and employing
five teachers. It was finished throughout with pine
wood and planned by H. J. Van Ryn of Milwaukee and
constructed by John Hasse of Johnson Creek. Mason
work was done by Guetzlaff Bros. of Watertown. The
(Continued on page 17, col. 3)

CLOSEOUT DEALS
ON ALL REMAINING

2016 MODELS

Mon-Thur 11am-7pm; Fri-Sat 9am-5pm
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Johnson Creek High, built in 1956
By Sarah Weihert
sarahw@wdtimes.com
JOHNSON CREEK — In 1956, Elvis Presley released his first gold album, the Broadway musical “My
Fair Lady” opened in New York City, Dwight Eisenhower was in the White House and the main section of
the Johnson Creek High
School was built.
According to district
records, the 60-year-old
school added the library,
band room, and family
and consumer education
room in 1959.
Prior to construction
of the elementary school,
elementary classes were
held in the basement of
the old village hall, Catholic church/school and the
upper elementary were
housed in the junior/senior high school. Some elementary classes were held in Quonset huts. All students
housed on the school campus ate lunch in the Quonset
huts.
In 1963 and 1964 the main elementary building was
constructed and in 1969-70 the north wing of the elementary building was added. The junior high section
of the high school was built in 1973.
In 1974 and 1978 elementary portables were added.

They were both removed in 1990. High school portable units were still being used last school year.
After a fire in 1981, the foyer, shower rooms, faculty
lounge, health, science, computer rooms, principal’s
office and one wall between the business education
room and faculty lounge were replaced.
An addition was
added to the elementary school in 199091 and included an
IMC,
kindergarten
classrooms, art, music, 4K classrooms
and offices.
Land was purchased for a new
school in 1997.
In 2000 a school
improvement referendum passed which
improved the school’s
infrastructure including electrical, lighting, technology, boiler replacement at the high school, replacement
of windows on the west side of the high school, remodeled portables, replaced windows in the 1969 portion of the elementary school, some roof replacement
of the 1959 and 1973 additions to the high school,
high school restroom Americans with Disabilities Act
In 2008 a portable unit for the elementary school
remodeling, and replaced the upper parking lot. The was added and a section of 4K was housed at a local
press box and football storage shed along with lighting day care.
were also constructed that
The high school has two stories, seven levels, parkyear.
ing congestion, no elevator and no cafeteria.

Contributed photo

Mansfield Auditorium at the Johnson Creek High School was donated by Geo.
C. Mansfield in 1927. At the time it was built in 1928 it was considered the best
in the state.

“Congratulations” on your new
school...And Thank You for the
opportunity to be a part of it!
SPECIAL THANKS to Maas Brothers and
the Johnson Creek School District for
their loyalty to local businesses.
Jefferson Ofﬁce
115 N. High Avenue
Jefferson, WI 53549
(920) 674-4270

Your Total Fire & Safety Professionals
www.johnsﬁre.com

Watertown Ofﬁce
1308 Wakoka Street
Watertown, WI 53094
(920) 261-2892
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One Team One Dream raises $815,000 so far
By Sarah Weihert
sarahw@wdtimes.com
JOHNSON CREEK — The athletic
fields at Johnson Creek Middle/High
School are a dream that in the fall of
2017 will be a reality. Dr. Michael Garvey, Johnson Creek superintendent, says
the first down of football in the 2017 season will be played at the new middle/high
school’s athletic complex.
To date, the campaign has raised more
than $815,000 with the initial cost of the
construction to be about $2.2 million, but
the district hopes to use cost-savings measures to reduce the funds that need to be
raised. Those cost-savings measures have
included doing the grading of the fields
while the equipment was already on-site
during the school building process.
“Just by taking care of some of the
grading while the machinery was still out
there saved us some money,” said Paula
Constable, One Team One Dream chairwoman.
In April the school board approved
borrowing $600,000 to do some of the
preliminary work on the fields to save
time and money later. In February the
board approved borrowing an additional
$1 million to complete the building project on schedule. Garvey said both loans
are under the state imposed revenue and
spending limits and will not have a new

tax impact on district property owners.
The One Team One Dream capital
campaign kicked off last year with the
goal of raising the needed funds to build
the school’s athletic facilities, which were
not included in the cost of the referendum
as a cost-savings measure.
The campaign kicked off last year with
a $500,000 donation for the naming rights
of the football field from James and Jor-

dan Glover, owners of Pine Cone Travel
Plaza in Johnson Creek, and a $100,000
donation from Jim and Lyle Wuestenberg, owners of J & L Tire, in memory of

their parents, Wilbert “Bud” and Frieda
Wuestenberg, and in honor of their children and grandchildren. The $100,000
donation secures the naming rights for
the softball and baseball diamond.
Another way the group is saving money
is the concession stand and restroom facility will be built by in-kind sponsorships
and donations. The campaign has encouraged many alumni to come back to support their hometown. Wes MacDonald,
2008 Johnson Creek High School graduate, will donate his skills to design the
concession stand and restroom facility.
Constable said $2.5 million, the original goal, is a lot of money to think about
raising.
“It is a huge amount of money to raise
and we have done a lot of local events,
but I anticipate the campaign going forward to focus on major gifts and grants,”
she said.
Naming sponsorships are still available
for the gymnasium for $300,000, track for
$150,000, bleachers for $100,000, community fitness center for $50,000 and for
the activity/wrestling room for $30,000.
Advertising space on the school’s scoreboards will also be available.
The latest fundraiser to be announced
is the brick walk to be installed in the fall
of 2017. It will be located near the new
concession stand at the entrance of the
football field and track. Three sizes of
bricks will be available for purchase for
$100, $250 and $500. On the large brick
a corporate logo is an option.
To bring students into the campaign,
a class challenge will be implemented
at the beginning of the school year. The
classes will compete to see who can raise
the most money by selling bricks.
“The day after the referendum passed
we were already brainstorming ideas
about what we could do to raise money
for the fields and a lot of people were really excited about the brick walk because
they wondered what they could do to chip
in. The brick walk seemed to be something people were really waiting for.”
Students also help out at events and
will be selling concessions this school
year that will go toward the fields.

“Getting the new school is so needed
and we just want to complete the package and we are an active family and we
are involved in sports and we volunteer to
coach, so we want our kids and the future
generations to have facilities they can use
and feel proud of and for our community
it’s long overdue,” Constable said.
The community has rallied around the
campaign.
“Their support has been incredible and
you see it with Run for the Fields, you see
it when we are selling T-shirts and when
other community members offer to help
out.”
One such community partnership is a
fitness boot camp, which runs three times
a week in the old high school gym. The
boot camp is run by Diana Thomas and
Victoria Toebe.
“The money that comes in goes directly to the campaign. The people who
oversee that donate their time.”
The boot camp has already raised
$2,700.
Farmington baseball hosted a series of
baseball games against Johnson Creek in
July with the proceeds going to the campaign with a total of $2,000 going toward
the project.
The Johnson Creek Historical Society
and Johnson Creek Mutual Hose Company are holding a fundraiser called Shoot
for the Fields, also on Oct. 18.
Constable also mentioned at the gala
earlier this year, parents were major contributors.
“Our biggest contributors at the gala
were parents, even though people probably think it was the big businesses. It
was the parents.”
Members of the campaign hope to be
done in two years.
“It would be great to be done in two
years, we’ve already passed that year
mark, but it’s all going to depend on if
we can get the rest of the naming rights
sold,” she said. “To be successful I think
we need to focus on those major gifts.”
Constable says the events are fun and
there is a great group of people working
on them.
(Continued on page 15, col. 1)

We’re proud
to be here
Johnson Creek!

Johnson Creek
525 Village Walk Ln.

(920) 699-8420
(Just South of I-94 on Hwy 26)

Congratulations

The Crossroads
Community Church
140 River Drive
Johnson Creek, WI 53094
920-699-4325
www.thecrossroadsjc.church
pastorjim@crossroadsstaff.org
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Dr. Michael Garvey leads a tour of the new gym at the middle/high school.

SARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times

Fundraising continues for district’s athletic facilities —
(Continued from page 14)
“Lyle Wuestenberg, our honorary
chairman, does so much and will get involved in every aspect. We couldn’t ask
for a better honorary chairman. We are so
very lucky.”
Now that the building is up it should

help facilitate selling the naming rights to
the areas still left to be claimed.
“I think it helps now that we have facilities. Now sponsors and donors can see
the gym and it will be easier to market
what’s available in that space,” she said.
“It’s exciting to see everything come to-

gether. When you walk into that gym and
compare to what the kids used to have
and you talk to anybody who is involved
in the campaign, it’s worth it. Our goal
has always been that it’s for the kids.”
The next fundraising event will be a
golf outing at the Watertown Country

Club on Thursday, Sept. 22. The third annual Run for the Fields will be Saturday,
Oct. 8, at the new Johnson Creek Middle/
High School.
For more information on the One
Team One Dream campaign, go to
www.jconeteamonedream.com.

Proud to be a Part of the
Johnson Creek School TEAM!
RESPECT INTEGRITY TEAMWORK ACCOUNTABILITY
At Wall-tech, we know that a
mo�vated TEAM is our biggest asset.
We work hard to a�ract
and keep the best.

EXCELLENCE

WE INVEST IN OUR WORKERS!
-Superior Beneﬁts & Compe��ve Wages

-Ownership Program & Bonus Plan
-Training & Advancement Poten�al
-Earn Nearly 200K While Training

Join the area’s ﬁnest carpenters,
ﬁnishers, painters, drywallers, and
metal framers at Wall-tech!

-Comprehensive Appren�ceship Programs
- No College Degree Required
CALL US TODAY!

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR DRIVEN & SKILLED EMPLOYEES TO JOIN OUR TEAM!

Contact us online today at walltechinc.com or call (608) 257-1595.
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Creek has new school, new principal
By Sarah Weihert
sarahw@wdtimes.com
JOHNSON CREEK — To go along with a new
school, the Johnson Creek Middle/High School is
also boasting a new principal, Neil O’Connell.
O’Connell received his bachelor’s degree
from Concordia University and has two master’s
degrees from Marian University.
He is originally from West Allis and graduated
from West Allis Hale High School.
O’Connell was most recently the associate
principal at Palmyra-Eagle Middle/High School

Principal Neil O’Connell

and before that at Racine St. Catherine’s.
“My teaching career centered around alternative education and working with at-risk students
at both Adams-Friendship High School and back
home in the West Allis-West in the Milwaukee
School District.”
He says the excitement of the community
helps him be excited about his new job.
“I am very excited to take the next step in my
professional career as principal at Johnson Creek
Middle/High School. I believe the new building
has everyone in the community excited about
what this means to our students and teachers. It
is something that everyone can be proud to call
their school. The new school has created an environment that is truly conducive for learning. I am
also excited to be involved with a district that has
become a model for other districts on how personalized learning can be successful on a large
scale,” he said.
O’Connell lives with his wife in New Berlin
with his 13-year-old Husky named Tuff. He has
two children, a son in his second year at St. Louis
University and a daughter who will be starting
her first year at the Milwaukee School of Engineering.
O’Connell replaces former principal and athletic director Cale Vogel who took a job as the
principal at Lake Mills High School.
Replacing Vogel as athletic director is Chad
Hayes. Hayes has been with the district for sevSARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times
eral years as a middle school science teacher and Peter Meier, H&M Stainless of Dousman, completes some
assistant athletic director as well as boys basketcounter work in the kitchen at the new middle/high school.
ball coach.
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Historical society gives history —

(Continued from page 12)
cost of this building was $3,500 and was
dedicated Jan. 7, 1898.
The principal at the time was Professor F. W. Hein and his assistant was
Maude Hilliker. There were about 100
scholars. The first class to graduate from
Johnson Creek High School was on June
15, 1899, at the Park Hotel. The class
motto was “Excelsior” and the class
colors were purple, red and yellow. The
graduates were Arthur W. Else and Roy
H. Williamson.
SARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times
On Oct. 23, 1927, a $60,000 remodel
Above, Sam Thorman, left, and Evan Kapitz, student workers, move tables into and addition was added to the Johnson
the school on Monday, Aug. 15. Below, junior Seth Toberts, left, and Kapitz Creek School. This drew statewide attention, as the village population was
move a table out of a classroom in the old Johnson Creek Middle/High School. less than 500 people and had a high
school and auditorium unlike any other
community of this size in Wisconsin.
The taxpayers appropriated a sum of
$43,000 and the remainder of the money
was to be raised by donations from the
citizens and organizations. Fred Mansfield, businessman in the community,
donated a total of $7,759. The audito-

Johnson Creek School’s Design Partner on Wisconsin’s First Dome School

rium and stage were his pet project. The
auditorium was named after Mansfield,
for his financial support.
Many businesses and organizations
donated to the school project. Two
weeks after the school was dedicated,
it was placed on the accredited list by
the University of Wisconsin. The school
offered a four-year course with all academic subjects. Forty-three students
were enrolled in the high school and 101
in the grade school.
In the 1940s the Quonset huts were
built, housing classrooms and the cafeteria. On May 4, 1958, the current
high school was dedicated with Wilbert Braunschweig, Claude Fisher and
Del Clift serving on the building committee. It had been 60 years since the
first high school was built and 31 years
since it had been remodeled. A new
wing was added in 1963 which included
the library and music department. The
current elementary school was built in
1964. In the early 1970s the first high
school was demolished.

Architecture
Engineering
Planning

w w w.t ea mt s p.c om /e d ucat i o n
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Collaborative work started before new school
By Sarah Weihert
sarahw@wdtimes.com
JOHNSON CREEK — To assist teachers with collaborative teaching in the Johnson Creek School District, teachers will enjoy a new collaborative space
in the office at the new Johnson Creek Middle/High
School.
The school opening on Sept. 6, features a teacher
collaboration area in the office, complete with charging stations, desks and lockers for teachers to put their
things in. The effort changes the way teachers have
ownership over a particular classroom.
“They are already meeting to collaborate during their
common planning time and they already work together
cross curricular, so the space we are providing actually
facilitates what they are currently doing,” said Superintendent Dr. Michael Garvey.
Teachers won’t have ownership over a particular
classroom any longer, which might be a tough transition for some, but Garvey says he think teachers will
adjust well to it.
“I’m sure we will still have a little push-back on the
ownership piece but that’s not how our teachers work
anyway. They operate corroboratively and work together. I don’t foresee it being an issue.”
“In the old building there isn’t much space. In this
building there will be so many new spaces to use.”
It didn’t take the new school to get Johnson Creek
teachers to use new technologies, they were already doing it.
“We have already hosted dozens of tours last year
that are academic tours, where school districts have vis-

SARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times

Linda Moke, office manager, attempts to organize the cords for her computer at the new district office.

ited to see our instructional practice and all of that was
“It provides great potential for future use of space,”
kept in mind when we were designing this building.”
he said.
Since the domes include no interior structural walls,
The district already has a technology device for evif the district finds instructional practices are changing ery student.
they can easily change classroom setups to stay current
“We also have the opportunity for students to use
with technology and practices.
their own devices and we have smart
boards in every classroom. Those are
things we already had in place.”
Garvey said the majority of the high
school classes also use electronic textbooks.
“In the long run it saves us tons of
money, because the annual license for
those includes the updates, so the textbook doesn’t stay the same for 10 years.
I think we have done the best we can to

Proud to have been
part of the...
The Johnson Creek
New

Congratulations
on the
new school!

(Continued on page 19, col. 1)

High School

Good luck in your new school
and all your future endeavors

WONDRA
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

“Working from Wisconsin since 1988,
Building a green planet...one day at a time.
W2874 Graylog Road • Iron Ridge, WI
(920) 387-5840
www.wondraconstruction.com

400 N Watertown St
Johnson Creek, WI
53038
P: 920.674.9280
rockriverpowersports.com

SARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times

Becky Stewart, the superintendent’s
secretary, cleans off the desk in the
new office.
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Take Pride
In Your
Accomplishment
SARAH WEIHERT/Daily Times

Johnson Creek High School senior Logan Morehouse, left, and junior Sam
Thorman put tables on dollies to move out of the old Johnson Creek Middle/
High School.

School now meets needs —
(Continued from page 18)

the district’s resources differently.
“It isn’t costing us more money to do
prepare ourselves for the next five to 10
it
and
a lot of that is focusing on technolyears technology-wise, but for the last 10
years we’ve had an emphasis on staying ogy and training of our staff to be able to
current.”
teach differently.”
Being a small district, many are surprised by the emphasis placed on technology in the district.
“Our students and community members have grown accustomed to it, but
when folks tour or stop by they are surprised by the small class sizes.
Classes are usually between 18 and 20
students, Garvey said.
“A lot of that comes from the support
of the board placing our resources in
technology and staffing and not in stuff.
So we have been able to manage that and
spend a lot of time and thought on how
to focus those resources. Other districts
looking at personalized learning like we
have can’t understand how we can do
that on our budget.”
Garvey said it is teaching and using

Proud to be
part of a strong
foundation
in education.

Congratulations

Johnson
Creek!

❑✔ Mason Supplies
❑✔ Ready Mix Concrete
- Since 1985 -

WATERTOWN PLANT
(Corporate Office)

(920) 262-9099
W6911 Silver Creek Rd.
Watertown

JEFFERSON PLANT
(920) 674-4310
W6290 Hwy 18
Jefferson

“Also providing service from
Beaver Dam, Genesee and Hartford”

www.dodgeconcreteinc.com

Congratulations to the

Johnson Creek School District
for your outstanding support
for quality education!
Today we all stand proud.
This is an accomplishment
for all generations.

Watertown
Daily Times
“A Daily Newspaper Since 1895”

115 West Main St. • Watertown
(920) 261-4949 • wdtimes.com
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Congratulations
Maas Brothers Construction Co., Inc. is
proud to have been a part of the construction team for your
new middle school and high school. This is an event that shows
great pride and community commitment to quality education.

Gymnasium

Middle School

Science Lab

Construction Manager
410 Water Tower Court • Watertown, Wisconsin
(920) 261-1682

