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By Ed Zagorski
edz@wdtimes.com

Living in Wisconsin, residents understand the importance of keeping 
their home’s temperature comfortable as the seasons change. When 
the Badger State hits its hottest part of the summer, air conditioning 
is a homeowner’s best friend. But residents need to decide between 
purchasing a central air conditioning unit or a wall air conditioning 
unit for their home.
Bill Richter of Richter Heating and Air Conditioning Inc. in Water-

town identified some key differences to help residents make the right 
decision for their needs.
Most of the new homes today have a central air conditioning system 

that is built right into the existing duct work and is designed to cool 
the entire home. Some of the advantages of central air include being 
able to set a thermostat for different times of the day, which can save 
homeowners money.
A central air system can also act as a dehumidifier for your home. Be-

cause they comparatively use less electricity, central air units are also 
better for the environment. Energy efficiency ratings for central air 
units are measured by Seasonal Energy Efficient Ratings (SEER). He 
said a central air unit with a 13 SEER rating is just right for Wisconsin 
residents.
He said with a central air system it is important to get a heating 

and cooling professional to install the HVAC system and get routine 
maintenance checkups. Homeowners will also want to change their air 
filters often.
Still central air doesn’t work for every case.
“If you live in a small home or apartment, or just want to cool one 

room in your home (like a bedroom) at a time, a portable air condi-
tioner or wall air conditioner may fit your needs,” Richter said.

He said proper ventilation of a portable air conditioner is essential, 
because they rely on a condensation and evaporation cycle.
Portable air conditioner units are less expensive and easier to install 

but will cool a smaller area with less control.
“Since some wall air conditioners do not have thermostats, be sure to 

look for an air conditioning unit that has low, medium and high speed 
controls built in,” Richter said.
In deciding whether a central air or portable/wall air conditioning 

unit is right for one’s needs, it is wise to understand a little bit about 
HVAC and home efficiency.
“If you want to cool more than one or two rooms, a whole-house 

cooling option with central air will probably be more efficient and eco-
nomical than utilizing several portable air units,” Richter said.
Tim Jensen of Jensen Plumbing and Heating Inc. in Lake Mills said 

homeowners need to get their air conditioner checked on annual basis 
by a professional. 
“Homeowners can take a hose and clean the back coils of their air 

conditioner, but as far as opening an air conditioner and taking it a 
part to clean it, that should be left to professionals,” Jensen said. 
He said for his crew to look at air conditioners and get them running 

at optimum levels, the temperatures needs to be 60 degrees outside.
“It’s best if residents call us now and get on the list so their air con-

ditioners get checked before the warm weather hits,” he said. “The 
schedule fills up fast.”
He said a lot of air conditioner will work for 10-15 years in Wiscon-

sin’s climate, but some make it 25 years.
“It all depends on whether or not homeowners get their air condi-

tioners checked each year,” he said. “it’s all about preventative mainte-
nance, which will save the homeowners money in (continues on next page)

Keeping it cool
Air conditioning vs. central air
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the end.”
However, Richter said the quality of wall units has declined over time.
“When a wall air conditioner breaks down, it’s usually because of a 

refrigerant leak,” Richter said. “What we would charge to pull it out 
of the wall and repair the leak is probably close to what the unit was 
brand new.”
Mark Klecker of Klecker’s Heating and Air Conditioning agreed with 

Richter on the longevity of air conditioners.
“It costs more to fix them, and sometimes they are not built to be 

taken apart,” he said. “They are good if you’re cooling down one room, 
but it won’t cool your entire home.”
He said if a homeowner has duct work and a good working furnace, 

there’s no reason not to purchase a central air system, especially if the 
homeowner plans on staying there for several years.
“It’s a great investment in your home,” he said.
He said a ballpark estimate of installing a central air system in one’s 

home with duct work and a furnace is about $3,000.
Klecker said there are a lot of variables that go into installation of a 

central air system.
“Every house is different, but if you have an electrical system that 

came with the house in the 1950s and you have two electric freezers 

and an electric dryer, the homeowner may need to update their elec-
trical system before a central air system is installed,” Klecker said. 
He said if a homeowner has a 30-year-old furnace it doesn’t make 

sense to try and install a central air system with it.
“It’s like having an old car that’s burning oil and has 250,000 miles on 

it with four bad tires and you want to replace one of the tires,” he said. 
“It’s not worth the money.”
Another challenge is if homes that don’t have any duct work, like 

older homes with radiator heating. But if your home is old and does 
not have an air duct system, a ductless mini-split system might work, 
Klecker said.

Andy Maass - Owner
1221 West Main Street, Watertown • (920) 261-9218

Andrew Maass - Owner

1221 West Main Street, Watertown • (920) 261-9218

Andrew Maass - OwnerAndrew Maass - OwnerAndrew Maass - OwnerAndrew Maass - OwnerAndrew Maass - Owner
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Installing ducts and central air conditioning will most likely cost a homeowner 
more than installing the mini-split system to cool a whole home.
He said a ductless mini-split system has an outside condenser unit and an inside 

evaporator unit with refrigerant lines connecting them (just like central cooling).
However, unlike central 

cooling, you can install up to 
four evaporator units to one 
condenser unit to cool mul-
tiple rooms in a mini-split 
system.
“The great thing is that each 

of these units can cool the 
rooms as independent zones, 
meaning each room gets its 
own remote control to cool 

the rooms to different temperatures, which saves you money because you have the 
option to cool only rooms you’re actually using,” he said.
Klecker said the homeowner also doesn’t have to worry about losing money be-

cause of air duct leakage.
Richter said every home is different as is every cooling system, so it is best for 

homeowners to do their homework to find what works best for them and their 
pocketbooks.

Eric Wex, left, and Tanner Nachtigall of Richter Heat-
ing and Air Conditioning service an evaporator coil in 
an attic space for a central air system.   –Photo courtesy 
of Richter Heating & Air Conditioning

An up-close look at 
the controls of a wall 
air conditioner. A 
wall air conditioner 
is generally good for 
cooling down one 
room. –Photos by Ed 
Zagorski
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Trends in a basement remodeling include
luxury and personal touches

By Craig Spychalla
cspychalla@dailyunion.com
When you walk into the house, there are quartz countertops, wood 

floors and stunning lighting.
The only problem is none of this is on the first floor – it’s in the base-

ment.
The latest trend in refinishing your man cave or rec room is making 

the space unique and your own with inspiring designs and materials 
that not only will withstand moisture but capture your style.
“Amazing what people are doing,” said Becky Peck, co-owner and 

sales manager for Badger Basements in Fort Atkinson.
From bars with a stone look to adding more natural lighting, the 

basement has gone from an afterthought to a showpiece in many 
homes.
But another new item Peck is seeing being added to basement proj-

ects is tech features. From USB ports to additional ports for multiple 
areas for televisions, people are bringing the tech to their renovations.
Peck said the thing she is noticing is the one-of-a-kind looks people 

are coming up with that perhaps don’t resemble the upstairs of the 
house.

“A lot of unique stuff,” she said.
 But long before a refinish job can begin on a basement space, work-

ers at Badger go over the space with the customer to make sure there 
are no water problems with the foundation. 
This time of year marks a busy period in the industry. Peck said when 

the weather is warm, people tend to do outdoor projects. But other 
times of the year they find people wanting to do something with their 
basements for a few reasons – to create more space that can be used 
by the whole family and to create a recreation area, or even another 
bedroom.
Part of the reason people are turning to doing their basement is that 

the remodeling can be cheaper than putting on an addition to a home, 
she said.
One of the things that is being used to make sure the area does not 

have moisture problems are metal studs. Peck said there is no wood 
or drywall that they use. Instead, they have products that look like 
drywall but do not collect moisture.
“We use inorganic materials in the basements,” she said.
But that is not to say the finishings still don’t have a natural look. 
There are many options when looking at what a person can do to 

Taking it
to the

next level
ground level

2nd floor

basement
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A recreation room often is one 
of the first steps in creating a 
basement refinishing project. But 
adding a living room also is key 
for those looking to add space for 
entertainment.

Finished basements are a hot trend 
that often include items like bars at 

this home in Fort Atkinson. 

–Photos courtesy of Badger Basement Systems

(continues on next page)

create extra space in their home. And instead of finding a new home, 
some homeowners are turning to their basement as an answer to 
create that additional space or bedroom they are looking for. Peck said 
some people even are adding an extra bedroom and new windows for 
additional square footage for resale.
While most people start with a rec room, people are creating every-

thing from a theater to an upscale bar within that space.
One of the areas to start with is finding out a plan for layout options. 

The average renovation is about 500 square feet of space, Peck said.
And the company has done some very unique bars and baths. 
Julia Chady, owner of Indeco Interior Design in Jefferson, said there 

is a move to make the space unique. She said with man caves, they are 
seeing more themes like movie theaters, racing or sports.
“We even did one where we put a putting green on the lower level,” 

she said.
But the new trend also is to have luxury – from vinyl flooring to a 

cabinet fridge. The key, she said, is to have that warmth look of wood, 
but waterproof.
What she is also noticing in changes to this area is lighting that 

encompasses more than the canned lighting in the ceiling. Bars, pool 
tables and other games tend to have their own lighting.
And while there are many colors to brighten up 
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Making the space more livable – like adding this dining 
room table – is key to many finished basements.
–Photo courtesy of Badger Basement Systems

a space, Chady also is seeing texture on walls that help with sound-
proofing.
Lucas Lendborg, from Borg Custom Renovations in Sun Prairie, 

said one of the other things he is seeing besides theaters are workout 
rooms.
And for those looking to make a splash before you even get to the 

basement, one of the latest trends also includes opening the staircase 
to create a grander and homier entryway, said Lindsey Blum, an 
interior designer for Interiors by JW in Sun Prairie.
She said the other thing she is seeing more of are customers adding 

a bathroom to the level to make the area more livable.
She said redoing the space often has custom touches where the area 

can be used for overflow parties. They also are using a lot of smart 
materials, from vinyl to tile that lends itself to a very busy environ-
ment.
While there is a push for materials that will last long in a more hu-

mid setting, people still are using natural materials like barnboards 
for an accent wall. Blum said she has seen wood countertops for 
bars, as well.
So, the nicest place in your house no longer has to be your kitchen 

or living room to show off to the neighbors. Now, the last place you 
may look may be the nicest.
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(continues on next page)

By Karyn Saemann
ksaemann@hngnews.com

Finding a farmers market, farm stand or grocer that sells local and 
organic produce isn’t terribly hard in southern Wisconsin.
The thought of having that out your own back door – tomatoes, zuc-

chini and other vegetables ripe for dinnertime hand picking – makes 
starting a garden tempting.
There are lots of local resources to help people who have never grown 

anything edible in their yard or in patio pots to be successful their first 
season. 
It’s the job of staff at local garden centers and UW-Extension experts 

to help gardening newbies step in. Classes, as well as written and on-
line material, are available in abundance. 
There are some basic tasks that two local garden center representa-

tives and a printed UW-Extension vegetable gardening primer all say 
to focus on first.
Plan while there’s still snow on the ground, experts said. Plot out 

what you want to plant on paper, consult growing charts to know 
when to put certain things into the ground based on the local climate, 
think about what your family likes to eat, and purchase good quality 
seeds by late winter from reputable seed companies. 
Winter is also the time to take a class, study gardening books from 

the library or bookstore, and peruse websites. Regional garden expos, 
typically scheduled in late winter, are a great place to connect with ex-
perts and to gather information at seminars and hands-on workshops, 
said Christianne Laing, owner of Avid Gardener gardening center in 
Cambridge, who also teaches classes for beginners at her shop.

When it’s finally time to work up a garden plot in the spring, or to fill 
containers, the things to think about are pretty fundamental – is the 
soil loose and fertile, will the site get enough hours of sun, and is it 
level and easy to access?
Books, websites and classes will go into further detail on how to 

prepare a site and what to do as plants go into the ground and begin to 
mature, covering topics like mulching, fertilizing, watering, weed and 
pest control, and which vegetables require staking and how to do that 
successfully. 
Vegetables don’t need to be grown in a traditional square, 

ground-level plot, noted Tom Bergan, a longtime sales manager at 
McKay Nursery Company in Waterloo.
In addition to the popularity of planting things like tomatoes in patio 

pots, homeowners are increasingly mixing edible items into their oth-
er landscaping, Bergan said. 
Rhubarb blends in well with hosta, Bergan said. Potatoes can be 

planted in painted tires that become a landscape element, and cherry 
tomato plants can grow alongside rosebushes.
“There are a lot of ways you can incorporate edibles into landscap-

ing,” Bergan said.
Whatever you decide to grow, start small, Laing said.
“Select a few standard vegetables that you would get the most use 

out of,” according to the printed course guide that Laing distributes to 
beginner class attendees. “Planting too many will overwhelm you at 
the peak of summer.
“Remember, besides reaping the harvest there is daily maintenance – 

weeding, watering and depending on your plants, 

Vegetable Garden 101:
Plan, start small, ask questions
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Tomatoes can be grown 
in patio pots and are an 
easy-care choice for begin-
ning gardeners, said local 
gardening experts.

Potatoes plants can be 
mixed into backyard land-
scaping.

tying up or trellising. By starting small with a comfortable amount of 
work you can handle, you will feel more successful and confident as 
you move into adding more varieties of vegetables in coming years.”
Bergan said his lifelong personal passion for backyard gardening was 

fostered by family members, including his father and uncle. The father 
of four grown children, to whom he also passed on a love of garden-
ing, said he has always enjoyed “when I get home from work, just 
putzing around a little bit,” in his home vegetable plot.
“It’s good therapy for me,” he said. 
He said new vegetable gardeners are often surprised that raising their 

own produce is a lot easier than they thought.
He said hybrid seeds and plants that produce vegetables of interesting 

colors like purple bell peppers and interesting sizes -- he’s become a 
fan of miniature bell peppers – are fun for novices. 
Take care to not overbuy seeds, Bergan noted.
“I’ve watched people buy three or four packets of tomato seeds – 

they’ll have enough seed for years,” he said.
And, he said, the beauty of gardening is that it can be done without 

buying a lot of expensive tools. 
“I have a little hand spade,” he said, and an auger bit that fits onto the 

end of his battery-powered drill to loosen the soil.

Other useful tools might include “a good garden hoe, the sharper the 
better,” a barrel to capture rainwater, a watering can, a compost area 
that can be as simple as “twirling a piece of wire fence around a stake,” 
and maybe a wheelbarrow, Bergan said. 
Starter, fail-safe crops include zucchini, cucumbers, tomatoes, onions, 

lettuce and spinach, Bergan said. 
“It’s hard to kill a cucumber vine,” he said. 
Plants that are higher maintenance or require extra space, making 

them perhaps not the best choices for novices, include melons and 
cauliflower, Bergan said. Broccoli and cabbages are more likely to draw 
pests, so may also not be great choices for a starter plot, he said. 
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Choosing vegetables that 
your family members 
already like to eat can 
make it fun for children 
to participate in starting a 
garden.

Lettuce is easy to grow and 
will succeed in either a 
traditional garden plot or 
in containers.

–All photos by Metro Creative

New gardeners might have the best luck purchasing starter plants, 
rather than trying to start seeds themselves, said Laing.
“Starts are easy (to work with),” Laing said. 
Good soil, good drainage in both plots and pots, and at least six 

hours of full sunlight, if not more are all key, Laing said. And she said, 
overwatering and underwatering are both common reasons gardens 
fail to thrive. Don’t be afraid to stop in to any garden center with ques-
tions, Laing said. 
“Come in and ask me for advice,” Laing said. “You are going to make 

some mistakes, so be forgiving of yourself. There are a lot of variables 
out there, and no right way. Ask 10 different people how to grow a 

carrot, you’ll probably get 10 different answers.”
UW-Extension has published a wide array of gardening pamphlets, 

for everyone from newcomers to experts. Lisa Johnson a horticulture 
educator with UW-Extension Dane County, pointed to the selection of 
publications at https://hort.extension.wisc.edu. 
“The Vegetable Garden,” a 20-page guide published in 1989 and 

revised in 2012, and available for purchase 
for $2 on the website, is a particularly 
great resource for novices, Johnson said.
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create a structure that can serve as a small 
guest house with hotel-style amenities 
(complete with a bathroom) or an addition-
al room to their home that just happens to 
be in a tree. 
“We’ve had people put small kitchens in 

there and make it a lot like a tiny home,” 
Smith said. “They’ve made multiple tree-
houses connected by elevated walkways. It’s 
really up to each person on what they want 
built.”
Much like the chicken vs. egg debate, 

there are conflicting ideas on what should 
be selected first – the design or the tree. 
Sometimes the home does not have a viable 
tree and instead can built a treehouse off of 
a deck. Another option is a smaller, free-

standing structures similar to a deer stand set on large posts. 
For those seeking the traditional up-among-the-branches treehouse, 

there are a few things to consider when deciding where to build. Smith 
said the number of trees on a person’s property can limit where the 
structure can be built.
“If you have a single tree in your yard, you don’t have much choice,” 

he said. “But if you have a large acreage with a lot of trees, you can 
have more choice in where you build.”
Another factor is how close the treehouse should be to a house. The 

designer said for a children’s playhouse-style structure, it may be 
better to have it closer to the home. For something like a tiny house or 
guest room, people may want to have it a bit further from the house.
One thing people should consider is how to keep the tree they are us-

ing healthy.  Tim Andrews, the state’s first certified arborist, owns Tim 
Andrews Horticulturist LLC in Mazomanie. He explained the inner 
part of the tree is mostly dead, with the layer immediately under the 
bark serving as a living tissue that transports nutrients.
“Like your finger, if you put something tight around the tree … a wire 

or rope, it will strangle it,” Andrews said. Instead of using wire or rope, 
he suggests using bolts to build a treehouse but make sure to leave a 
bit of breathing room between the tree and the top of the bolt; if the 

By Amber Gerber
agerber@hngnews.com
Horticulturist Tim Andrews believes it’s 

good for children to spend time with trees. 
And what better way to get to know the 
large leafy plants in their yard than being 
among the branches in a treehouse. The 
natural high-rises can range from a basic 
platform to something more elaborate than 
what the Swiss Family Robinson construct-
ed.
There are two major components when 

building a treehouse – the design and the 
tree.
Aaron Smith is the owner and lead design-

er at Treecraft Design-Build in Fort Collins, 
Colorado; since 2015, he has been custom designing and building 
treehouses.  
“When designing a treehouse, the sky’s the limit,” he said. “You can 

make it as fancy and unique and whimsical as you want or you can 
have the classic treehouse feel.”
Smith said people designing a treehouse need to consider a few 

factors including whether it is going to be for children or adults, what 
level of finish they want (will it have actual windows and doors, or just 
openings in the walls) and what it’s purpose will be – is it a functional 
playhouse, a place for adults to spend time, a spare guestroom or even 
a tiny house.
“You can make it more of a rustic fort, with slats on the floor or you 

can go in the opposite direction and make it really high-quality,” he 
said.
In the past several years, the designer has noticed not only do people 

want a treehouse, but no matter if it’s closer to the classic model or a 
more elaborate structure, they want additional amenities. Smith has 
found with the traditional treehouse for children, people are looking 
for it to overlap with swing set features such as directly connecting to 
the swing set or installing climbing walls, climbing nets, firemen poles 
and the like.
As for more elaborate treehouses, people are sometimes looking to 

A deluxe apartment in the sky
Treehouses continue to be the perfect home hideaway
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(continues on next page)

bolt is tight against the tree it could cause a rotten spot on the plant. 
Andrews said many trees can work to hold a large structure, but hardwoods 

such as maples, cherry and hickory make for excellent selections. He advised 
against building treehouses on oak trees during the summer, because it could 
that is the time of year when that species is susceptible to oak wilt infection. 
Additionally, the trunk should be at least 6 inches in diameter to support a tree-
house. 
If branches need to be cut to accommodate the structure, Andrews said to cut 

them flush with the tree and not leave any stubs. Having the flush cut will en-
courage rapid healing while stubs can promote fungus and decay. The arborist 
said the tree should be pruned every three years to help it remain vibrant.
Just like when you construct a home, after you choose a design and pick a 

location, it’s time for the build phase. Unlike treehouses of the past, which may 
have been made of scrap wood found in the neighborhood, the longevity of the 
structure will partially depend on what materials are used. 
Brad Troia, an estimator at Chase Lumber in Sun Prairie, compared building a 

treehouse to building a deck – people want to use materials that can withstand 
the elements.
He suggested green, also known as pressure-treated, lumber or cedar, both 

of which are durable enough for outdoor building. Troia said in the past, peo-
ple steered away from pressure-treated wood because arsenic was used to help 
preserve it. However, he said, since 2003, the chemical has not been used for this 
type of lumber. 

Built on a willow tree, this treehouse is designed to be a 
functional playhouse for children. Created by Aaron Smith 
of Treecraft Design-Build, the structure features a variety 
of swingset style features like a climbing rope and basket 
attached to a pulley for raising and lowering items. Instead 
of using standard two-by-fours, Smith opted to make the 
railing a bit more whimsical.
–Photo courtesy of Aaron Smith/Treecraft Design-Build
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“It’s a lot better for the environment and people that it was,” Troia 
said. Compared to cedar, pressure-treated wood is a more economical-
ly-friendly choice.
Both cedar and pressure-treated wood have properties that resist 

rotting and the ability to keep the bugs at bay. Troia said this can help 
with the longevity of the treehouse. Additionally, applying a coat of 
water seal to the lumber isn’t a bad idea, the Chase Lumber employee 
said. To help keep the treehouse sturdy, Troia recommends using six-
by-six posts to keep the structure aloft. 
As for the frame of the structure, he suggests using two-by-six or 

two-by-10 pieces of wood; however, it all depends on the span of beam 
to beam. Troia said many people are looking to make the floor of their 
decks out of composite material, like Trex Decking, and thinks this 
could also work for the floor of a treehouse.
As for when boards need to be replaced, the estimator said it all de-

pends on various factors such as if the treehouse is always exposed to 
sunlight, how much severe weather it is exposed to, and how often the 
structure is used. 
For people who are creating a more elaborate treehouse, Smith sug-

gested they may want to build with materials similar to what is used 
to construct tiny houses. Builders may also want to add more intricate 
components to the structure, he said. This could include sophisticated 
railings, doors or flooring. 
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“The most important thing is to have fun,” Smith said. “Having a tree-
house is supposed to be fun and help you spend time outside, even if it 
is more like a tiny house than rustic fort.”

Dave Troia of Chase 
Lumber said some of the 
best building materials 
for treehouses are cedar 
or pressure-treated wood 
as both can withstand the 
elements. He suggests using 
two-by-sixes or two-by-10s 
to build the frame of the 
structure.
–Photo by Metro Creative

Looking for a unique guest room? You could add hotel-like amenities, 
such as electricity and running water, to the larger structures. Now 
people can design a treehouse that suits how they want it to function.
–Photo courtesy of Aaron Smith/Treecraft Design-Build
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By Rebecca Kanable
couriernews@hngnews.com
Homeowners might be tempted to put off replacing a roof until it 

leaks.
Ric Thompson, Wisconsin Association of Home Inspectors president, 

said not to do that. Waiting could lead to damage in other areas. 
“Initially you could see some drywall damage,” Thompson said. 
And if there’s a long-term leak?
“You could have some rotting of the wood structure – that’s probably 

the most extreme,” he said.
Home inspectors look for leak spots around roof penetrations, for 

example, where the plumbing vent pipe comes through. 
“A lot of times that rubber boot that’s being used as a flashing will be 

cracked,” he said. 
“Chimney flashings sometimes won’t be sealed up tight, and that can 

be a place for water to leak
“We’ll also look for cracked shingles, because that will tell us that 

there might be something defective with the shingle itself.”
Homeowners might notice shingles are starting to curl or change 

color. (Over time colored grains can wear off, leaving the black base 

coat visible.)
“Roofing professionals will tell you roofs will last on average 18 

years,” Thompson said, adding weather can make a big difference.
Once a homeowner decides a new roof is needed, Thompson suggests 

having the old shingles removed rather than adding a layer on top of 
the existing shingles. He said it’s worth the extra labor cost to get a 
good view of the structure. 
“You want to make sure everything is in good health,” he said.
Shingles that are not tight to the roof deck aren’t likely to last as long 

as those that are. For example, he said hail will cause a shingle to dent 
easier when there’s a layer underneath it.
CHOOSING A ROOFER
Many questions should be asked by homeowners when choosing a 

roofer. Roofing is dangerous, reminds Jeff Beiriger, Wisconsin Roofing 
Contractors Association executive director. 
“You could end up personally being liable for an injury that happens 

on your house,” he said.
Ask about insurance (general liability and worker’s compensation), he 

said. And ask about manufacturer certifications. If a contractor hasn’t 
been trained and certified to install a product according to the manu-
facturer’s requirements, the manufacturer warranty may not apply if a 

Roof replacement
should be

top of mind
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problem occurs later. 
Generally speaking, Beiriger said there should be a contract. He 

referenced home improvement practices outlined in state statute and 
specifically ATCP 110, which includes contract and disclosure re-
quirements.
Look for the seller’s name and address, description of the work to 

be done, materials to be used, total price, including finance charges, 
hourly labor charge (if the contract is for time and materials), begin-
ning and end date, and whether insurance coverage is included.
If there’s a dispute after the project has been completed, say there’s a 

problem with installation or the contractor didn’t clean up the site, a 
property owner might be tempted to not pay the contractor. 
Beiriger said homeowners should know contractors who don’t get 

paid can file a lien on the house. (continues on next page)

Above: Homeowners with attics in their homes can inspect the ceilings 
inside the attic for signs of holes or leaks. Light peering through the 
top of the house indicates a hole or leak, as do stains or streaks on the 
ceiling.
Left: Shingles should lie flat against the roof, so any that appear to be 
buckling or turning up are damaged and in need of repair. A single 
damaged shingle does not require a full roof replacement, but inspect 
all the shingles nonetheless. Another indicator of shingle problems 
can be found when cleaning downspouts or gutters. If the gutters and 
downspouts contain lots of shingle granules, the roof may soon need to 
be replaced.    –Photo by Metro Creative
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WISCONSIN’S RIGHT TO CURE LAW 
There are steps homeowners to take if they feel workmanship or ma-

terials are defective. These steps need to be taken before legal action. 
See https://dsps.wi.gov/Documents/Programs/UDC/RightToCureLaw.
pdf for details.
Spend more time on the front end of the project to avoid spending 

more time on the back end, he advised. If a price is way low, he said, 
“Buyer beware.”
Beiriger emphasized homeowners need to be sure they are comparing 

apples to apples. Does the low price could mean taking on more risk 
and liability?
Get another quote from another contractor, check references and 

look at what the Better Business Bureau has to say, he said.
SHINGLE SELECTION
A contractor can go over all aspects of roof replacement and help 

with shingle selection. 
The Asphalt Roofing Manufacturers Association (ARMA) says 

asphalt shingles are the leading choice for residential roofing in the 
United States, because they provide quality, durability, versatility and 
economy. According to ARMA, four out of five homes are roofed with 
asphalt shingles. 
The Metal Roofing Alliance (MRA) says metal is the second most 
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preferred roofing material. The metal roofing business is predicted to 
have another strong year, holding steady and even trending up slightly 
in 2020. That assumption is based on FW Dodge market share data, 
which states that the 2018 U.S. metal reroofing residential sector was 
13 percent of the overall total (up from 11 percent in 2017). MRA says 
when configured and installed by MRA member contractors, metal 
roofing can last as long as 50 years or more and, in most cases, re-
quires very little maintenance over the course of its lifespan.
Thompson said homeowners who choose asphalt should go with 

architectural or dimensional shingles, not three-tab.
Roger Asperheim of Asperheim Roofing & Siding in Edgerton, has 

been in the roofing business for about 50 years.  Asperheim said 
although there are pros and cons to everything, he prefers asphalt 
shingles, which blend in in most neighborhoods. 

Metal roofs are installed over existing roofs, Asperheim said, but he 
does not recommend that if the existing roof leaks. 
Because snow can slide off a metal roof easily, he said there are ways 

to equip roof to prevent hazards below when snow melts.
Asperheim estimates replacing a roof on a ranch-style home takes 

about day or a day and a half.
“Contractors are very busy right now,” Beiriger added. “There’s defi-

nitely a shortage with skilled people.”
Consumers often want to rush through the process. That’s not a good 

idea, Beiriger said. Short supply and high demand increases prices.
“Don’t jump at low price or ‘this guy can start tomorrow,’” he said. 

“You’re going to have that roof for 15 years. Most people don’t reroof 
in an emergency. Don’t be in a rush. You’re going to have that roof for 
a very long time, so you might as well get it right.”

An indicator of roof trouble may be the age of the roof. Even 
if there are no visible signs of damage, homeowners whose 
roofs have some years under their belt may want to consid-
er replacing them. Asphalt shingle roofs typically have life 
expectancies of 20-25 years, while roofs installed over existing 
layers of shingles may need to be replaced after 20 years.

Roof Resources
Why choose asphalt shingles? Visit:

www.asphaltroofing.org/why-choose-asphalt-shingles/

Metal Roofing Alliance’s Residential Metal Roofing Buyer’s 
Guide is available for free at www.metalroofing.com.
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