
January
Capt. Christopher Truman received a 

� nal salute from members of the Lake 
Mills Fire Department, honor guard 
and other emergency personnel at his 
funeral service at the beginning of the 
year. He was remembered by hundreds 
of mourners at a funeral visitation and 
� yby salute involving approximately 15 
departments from across the state, and 
then at his funeral with a � nal good-
bye to the 46-year-old captain who was 
killed while helping a motorist after a 
car crash in Monona on New Year’s Eve. 
Truman is remembered by the commu-
nity as not only a � re� ghter but a friend. 
He served on the Lake Mills Fire Depart-
ment for 13 years and was a mainte-
nance worker for the city of Lake Mills.

� e Watertown Redevelopment Au-
thority acquired all six buildings on the 
100 block of West Main Street after clos-
ing on the building occupied by the Wa-
tertown Daily Times. Executive Director 
Kristen Fish acknowledged the need 
for the Watertown Daily Times to relo-
cate to its South First Street location, 
while Images Hair Studio moved out of 
its location on West Main Street to 706 
Market St. One resident who lived in 
an apartment above the former Chalet 
Restaurant moved into a new location.

� e Watertown Street Department be-
gan demolition of what once was known 
as the Market Street Inn, 211 Market St. 
� e vacant site is currently being used to 
expand the parking lot to the west. � e 
expansion helps with the convenience 
of downtown business owners and their 
employees to park for longer periods of 
time.

� e adult entertainment club known 
as � e Hardware Store in the village of 
Clyman closed as of Jan. 1. � e Hard-
ware Store, 942 Main St., � rst came un-
der scrutiny after a Hartford man was 
indicted in April 2018 in federal court on 

sex tra�  cking charges alleging that four 
women were forced to dance at area strip 
clubs for no pay and perform sexual acts 
for money that he took from the wom-
en. � e o� enses reportedly happened at 
TNT Gentlemen’s Club in Lebanon and 
� e Hardware Store in Clyman. TNT is 
now also closed and is being remodeled 
into a restaurant.

Watertown area residents concerned 
about the impact of being surrounded 
by a proposed 2,100-acre solar gener-
ating facility asked the Public Service 
Commission to adopt regulations for sit-
ing large-scale solar projects. � e state 
lacked regulations that would govern 
property line setbacks for solar panel in-
stallations, noise the panel tracking mo-
tors make, fencing height and material, 
loss of property values for nonpartici-
pating parties and many other potential 
impacts, according to petition � led with 
the PSC. Sally Williams, of North Side 
Drive in the town of Concord, signed 
the petition and said she was concerned 
about the prospects of the massive Sin-
nissippi Solar installation being pro-
posed for her area under the current 
regulatory situation. Invenergy LLC, 
Sinnissippi Solar’s developer, remains 
interested in locating a solar farm near 
Concord.

Anthony’s 511 barbershop in down-
town Watertown was named winner in 
the Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corp. annual Main Street Makeover 
Contest. � e barbershop, opened in 2004 
by owner and Milwaukee native Antho-
ny Chentis, was selected as the winner 
of the makeover contest based on the 
business’s successful track record, clear 
vision for the property and potential for 
expanded customer tra�  c and employ-
ment in a highly visible location along 
Watertown’s Main Street. 

Dodge County Sheri�  Dale Schmidt 
said the Dodge County Board of Super-

visors’ decision to shutter J Pod caused 
his department to see a $490,000 budget 
shortfall. “We didn’t have the ability to 
cut costs in a manner that would’ve kept 
us in the black,” Schmidt told Dodge 
County Finance Committee members. 
“We cut our expenditures by just over 
$150,000, but we could not overcome 
that revenue loss.”

� e city of Je� erson this week termi-
nated its contract with HP Fans Inc. for 
the Warriors & Wizards Festival. Under 
the contract with the city, Scott Cramer 
or HP Fans Inc. was to reimburse the city 
for its initial $25,000 investment toward 
marketing expenses for the festival, held 
in October 2018, as well as for the city’s 
expenditures for hosting the event, such 
as wages, materials and supplies for var-
ious departments employed over the 
three days. � e � nal total owed the city 
was $37,617 — including the $25,000 for 
marketing — as well as the related wag-

es and materials for the city department 
employees. Other than one payment of 
$6,000 received by the city on Nov. 5, 
2018, no payments have been received. 
Cramer was later convicted in Je� erson 
County Circuit Court on charges related 
to the failure of the festival.

Residents of Je� erson and Dodge 
counties will have to endure more frig-
id temperatures as winter comes in full 
force. Meteorologist Sarah Marquardt of 
the National Weather Service in Sullivan 
told the Daily Times the cold weather is 
due to a cold air mass that came down 
from the polar area in Canada and this 
eventually became known as “� e Polar 
Vortex.” � e Watertown area had wind 
chills of 25 degrees below zero and a low 
air temperature of 16 below zero.

February
� e big box, South Church Street 

ShopKo anchor store had avoided clo-

Emily Walsh Perkins
Laughs were shared between friends Savannah Frentzel and Mackayla Polinsky as 
they sampled a handful of fresh snow in January in Dodge County. Bitter wind chills 
later dropped temperatures between 15 and 25 below zero.
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sure for a long time, but that era ended 
in 2019 with the announcement of a 
closing date of May 12. ShopKo, a lead-
ing operator of general merchandise 
stores throughout the Central, Western 
and Pacific Northwest regions of the 
U.S., announced that it, along with its 
subsidiaries, filed voluntary petitions 
for a court-supervised financial restruc-
turing under Chapter 11 of the United 
States Bankruptcy Code.

The Watertown Public Library an-
nounced the Earl and Eugenia Quirk 
Foundation provided a gift of $250,000 
to the Key To Opportunity campaign 
for the renovation and expansion of the 
Watertown Public Library. The funding 
will be used to provide the agriculture 
showcase lobby and community social 
seating area in the new library center.

Despite a dry end to 2018 and arid 
start to 2019, Watertown was blowing 
away statistical averages for snowfall as 
mid-February approached. According to 
National Weather Service Meteorologist 
Sarah Marquardt, whom early this year 
was based at the Sullivan station, aver-
age snowfall for Watertown in January 
is 11.4 inches. The average for February 
is 8.3 inches. “As measured at the city 
of Watertown Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, snow for January was 28.4 inch-
es, with February, so far, at 7.4 inches,” 
Marquardt said as a heavy snow contin-
ued to fall on downtown Watertown in 
February. “We have to keep in mind that 
snow in January fell just in the last half 
the month, too. So it shows late January 
and early February have been very much 
above average.”

The Jefferson County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment’s Major Accident Investigation 
Team was busy in late February looking 
into the cause of a multi-vehicle crash 
on state Highway 26 just south of Water-
town that killed a 19-year-old Johnson 
Creek woman. The incident occurred 
about one-eighth of a mile north of 
Ebenezer Road in the northbound lanes 
of state Highway 26. Deceased was Jas-
mine Saxby, 19 years old, from Johnson 
Creek. She was a passenger in the origi-
nal striking vehicle that hit a semi-truck 
involved. The driver of the initial strik-
ing vehicle was Reno Capin, 22, of Wa-
tertown. The driver of the third vehicle 
involved was Thomas Nader, 29, of Jeffer-
son. The driver of the semi tanker truck 

was identified as Anthony Mitchell, 49, 
of Lansing, Illinois. The tanker semi was 
not loaded and did not have explosive 
content.

The trial of Laverne Ware continued in 
late February. Ware, 38, who was charged 
in December of 2016 with first-degree 
intentional homicide, was accused of 
murdering his girlfriend and first cous-
in, Sesalie Dixon. The 27-year- old wom-
an was found in the cab of Ware’s pickup 
truck inside a Fox Lake garage with a 
gunshot wound to the head. Ware was 
eventually convicted and sentenced to 
prison.

Applied Technologies, Inc. announced 
that its historic water treatment plant 
project for the city of Watertown would 
be receiving an Engineering Excellence 
State Finalist Award in the water re-
sources category. According to the judg-
es, the submission, titled “New Water 
Treatment Plant: Preparing for the Fu-
ture, Preserving the Past,” was selected 
because it “exemplifies the skill and cre-
ativity of the engineering discipline.” The 
project team would receive its award at 
the American Council of Engineering 
Companies of Wisconsin Awards Ban-
quet in Kohler. The city of Watertown 
supplies water to 24,000 Jefferson and 

Dodge county residents.
Despite rapid and extreme changes in 

the weather from freezing to moderate 
temperatures, area water utilities re-
ported few issues, such as water main 
breaks, during the winter. “It has not 
been unusually heavy considering the 
cold weather,” said Robert Schwerer, 
Watertown’s assistant water manager, 
regarding water main breaks in the city. 
He said it depends on how far the frost 
level goes down and disrupts the pipes. 
“It hasn’t been too severe, nothing more 
than usual.”

It was a tough and icy winter in Water-
town and the city’s finance committee 
approved purchasing more salt during 
a meeting at the end of the month. This 
would result in an overdraw of $50,000 
in the salt account in the city’s budget. 
Street Superintendent Randy Franks 
asked for permission to purchase more 
salt to get through the winter and this 
past fall.

March
The Jefferson County Board of Super-

visors decided to create a broadband 
working group to review appropriate 
projects and consider funding options 
to expand broadband infrastructure. 

The county had already approved an or-
dinance related to broadband internet 
that is expected to open doors to rural 
residents to internet service enjoyed by 
persons living in the county’s urban ar-
eas, or near the corridors of Interstate 94 
and state Highway 26.

Hotel and other hospitality related 
businesses in the Watertown area were 
already bracing for what operators be-
lieve will be an influx of business related 
to the announcement that Milwaukee 
will host the 2020 Democratic Nation-
al Convention. The event will run from 
July 13-16, 2020, attracting as many as 
50,000 delegates, after DNC Chairman 
Tom Perez picked Milwaukee over Mi-
ami and Houston. This will be the first 
time in more than a century Democrats 
will gather in a Midwest city, other than 
Chicago, to nominate their presidential 
candidate.

As the area continues to grow, Ixonia 
found its wastewater treatment plant 
insufficient for dealing with sewage vol-
ume and increasingly stringent rules re-
garding phosphorous. As a result, town 
officials investigated possibilities for 
relocating and expanding the plant. It 
is anticipated a new Ixonia wastewater 
treatment plant could be up and run-
ning by 2023.

A total of 65 workers with the Dodge 
County Highway Department are now 
represented by a union. According to 
Dodge County Administrator Jim Miel-
ke, the local union was formed mid-
month after the employees of the Dodge 
County Highway Department petitioned 
to be able to do so earlier this year.

Parts of Dodge County were worse 
off than some perpetually flood-prone 
portions of Jefferson County in terms 
of high water. High water and flooding 
issues kept Dodge County Emergency 
Management Director Amy Nehls busy. 
She said the hardest hit areas were the 
town of Elba and the city of Columbus, 
because of the high water rising from 
the Crawfish River. Dodge County High-
way Commissioner Brian Field said the 
bridge at state Highways 16 and 60 was 
closed because of high water.

Dairyland Power Cooperative an-
nounced it would be purchasing electric-
ity from a new, major, Wisconsin-based 
solar energy facility being developed by 
Ranger Power near Jefferson. The part-

Steve Sharp
Frigid atmospheric conditions as the sun rose n February were perfect for creation 
of this huge plume of steam at the We Energies Concord Generating Station.
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nership involves a 149 megawatt solar 
power facility called Badger State Solar, 
which is planned to be located in Jeffer-
son County. Ranger Power is planning 
to develop, own and operate the proj-
ect. Dairyland Power Cooperative will 
purchase all the electricity generated 
from the project through a long-term 
power purchase agreement, according 
to information provided by Dairyland 
Power Cooperative. The project will pro-
duce enough electricity to provide the 
equivalent annual needs of about 20,000 
homes. If all approvals are granted from 
local and state permitting processes, 
construction would begin in 2020 and 
operation would commence in 2022.

In typical light-hearted style, Barb 
Frank gave her final statement to the 
Daily Times as Jefferson County clerk 
quoting a saying from Charlie Brown: 
“It’s the friends you meet on your path 
that make the journey worthwhile.” 
Frank’s last day with the county was 
April 2, capping off a career dating to 
1982. She was succeeded by her friend 
and Jefferson County Clerk’s Office col-
league, Audrey McGraw.

The Watertown Common Council’s 

Finance Committee was told the city 
will be reimbursed $57,800 from the 
Wisconsin Emergency Management for 
costs of cleanup and repair from heavy 
rains in August 2018. Then-Mayor John 
David said the city turned in bills for ap-
proximately $82,600 when applying and 
70 percent is typically reimbursed. The 
costs were from things such as repairing 
washed-out roads and picking up items 
from homes and sending them to a land-
fill.

April
Gov. Tony Evers has approved funding 

totaling $82,000 to acquire an aviation 
easement at the Dodge County Airport 
in Juneau to help protect the airport’s 
airspace. According to Lucas Ward, 
airport development engineer with 
the Wisconsin Department of Trans-
portation Bureau of Aeronautics, the 
easement allows for the trimming and 
clearing of trees which are presently an 
obstruction to the airport’s runways.

Emily McFarland will be the city of 
Watertown’s new mayor after her vic-
tory over opposing candidate, former 
Alderman and Mayor Fred Smith, in 

the April 3 election. This will be her first 
term as mayor. The former alderwoman 
of District 1 won 3,651 votes while Smith 
received 2,136 votes, according to the 
unofficial results. She will be succeeding 
Mayor John David, who has completed 
two consecutive three-year terms.

A Watertown man who co-owns strip 
clubs in Milwaukee, the town of Leba-
non and near Middleton is being investi-
gated by federal authorities prosecuting 
sex trafficking at the now closed Dodge 
County club, a Milwaukee newspaper 
reported April 2. Radomir Buzdum, who 
co-owns the closed TNT club, told the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel that he is 
being investigated in connection with 
a sex traffick- ing case filed in federal 
court in Milwaukee against a Hartford 
man. Buzdum has not been charged. 
However, search warrants and affidavits 
supporting the warrants alleged that 
Buzdum paid dancers at the TNT Club 
to have sex with him, according to an 
affidavit by a former club manager, the 
newspaper reported.

The Watertown Unified School Dis-
trict faces a budget shortfall that has 
those on the board of education mull-

ing the possibility of closing a school. 
Watertown Superintendent of Schools 
Cassandra Schug said in a release April 
3 the district is battling a funding gap of 
$5 million over the next four years de-
spite the passage of an operational refer-
endum. The Watertown Unified School 
District is exploring responsible reduc-
tions. The board has decided to consider 
the possible closing of Lebanon school. 
Lebanon school currently serves 53 stu-
dents and is facing declining enrollment 
for the 2019- 2020 school year with four 
kindergartners currently enrolled. As 
a result, the Watertown Unified School 
District Board of Education is exploring 
if continuing to keep Lebanon school is 
sustainable.

A life-long resident of Waterloo and 
small business owner was elected the 
next mayor of Waterloo in Tuesday’s 
spring election. Jenifer Quimby defeated 
fellow council member Angie Stinnett 
and former alderman Dale Van Holten 
in the election for mayor. Unofficially, 
Quimby received 433 votes, compared 
to 325 cast for Stinnett and 31 write-in 
ballots for Van Holten.

Invenergy, an 18-year-old solar en-
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ergy-harnessing firm interested in lo-
cating in Concord, directed one of its 
representatives to visit Watertown’s Ma-
ranatha Baptist University April 4 for an 
informational meeting. Dan Litchfield, 
engineer and director of Invenergy Re-
newable Development, expressed what 
the company hopes to accomplish in 
the Concord area near the Rock River in 
the coming years. His bacon-and-eggs 
visit brought rapt attention and some 
insightful questions from the audience. 
Invenergy, headquartered in Chicago, is 
North America’s largest privately owned 
renewable development company and 
the project developer of the proposed 
“Sinnissippi Solar Farm,” a 300-mega-
watt solar farm installation the firm 
wishes to locate near County Highway E.

The Dodge County Sheriff ’s Office has 
been investigating the theft of numerous 
road signs that have been taken from 
the town of Hustisford over the last year. 
There have been about 12-15 road signs 
that have gone missing. Road name 
signs, barricades and warning flashers 
have also gone missing. There has been 
an estimated loss to the town of Hustis-
ford in the amount of about $2,000.

The Dodge County Board of Super-
visors approved a budget of $650,000 
Tuesday for the courthouse audio-vi-
sual project and awarded the contract 
to Conference Technologies Inc. of Mil-
waukee. Conference Technologies Inc. 
was the lowest bid of $508,500 out of the 
seven vendors who submitted proposals 
for the project. 

May
Members of the Dodge County Steer-

ing Committee on Emergency Medical 
Services asked for financial support to 
conduct a study to develop an infra-
structure for EMS across Dodge Coun-
ty. Allenton Fire Chief John Breuer said 
there is a shortage of emergency med-
ical technicians, especially during the 
daytime hours. Breuer, who met May 7 
with the Dodge County Executive Com-
mittee, said the steering committee has 
been working to identify solutions to 
sustain Dodge County’s EMS services, 
but said a study is necessary. Executive 
Committee David Frohling said Dodge 
County should be the lead organization 
to get the request for proposal out for 
the study and apply for any of the grants. 

Frohling said once the request for pro-
posal comes back, the county can begin 
to apply for any grants and come back 
with a recommendation to the steering 
committee.

Richard Brady said his consulting 
group is on track to deliver its report in 
August on an operational review of the 
Dodge County Sheriff ’s Office. Brady of 
the Matrix Consulting Group shared a 
teleconference call May 7 with Dodge 
County Executive Committee members 
during which he told them he has col-
lected enough data from the sheriff ’s of-
fice for the report. He said his consulting 
group has talked to just about every em-
ployee in the jail and in the patrol ranks. 
The study began in February when Ma-
trix Consulting Group employees con-
ducted on site interviews and collected 
data on the sheriff ’s office.

It took all of two minutes Wednesday 
for the town of Emmet Board to deny a 
rezoning that would have allowed a local 

family to establish an RV camping resort 
at the former Windwood of Watertown. 
The denial of the request to rezone the 
Windwood site on Highway CW from 
AG General Agriculture to R-C Recre-
ational left Nicki Kelly, whose family was 
interested in the project, with little com-
ment when the Daily Times posed sev-
eral questions as she prepared to leave 
the town hall. Unlike a late April meet-
ing of the town’s zoning board, in which 
members of the public were allowed to 
speak and dozens did — all against the 
project — no public input was permitted 
Wednesday. 

Every day is exciting when you’re help-
ing elementary students express their 
creativity, but May 9 was more exciting 
than usual for Jefferson art teacher Chel-
sea Miller, who was honored in a sur-
prise reception naming her Wisconsin 
Elementary Teacher of the Year. 

The city of Jefferson goats on Goat Is-
land are “goating outside. The Jefferson 
Common Council Finance Commit-
tee approved providing $1,000 in “seed 
money” for a fundraiser to benefit Goat 
Island and the goats keeping its weeds 
maintained. 

A four-day jury trial has been sched-
uled to start Sept. 9 for Nigel Schultz, 
who is accused in the shooting death 
of Beaver Dam resident Bradlee Gerke. 
Schultz is charged with first-degree in-
tentional homicide, hiding a corpse, 
theft from a corpse, and two counts of 
possession of a firearm by a felon. He 
could face life in prison if convicted of 
the homicide charge. 

Retired Dodge County Sheriff Ted 
Meekma told law enforcement officers 
from throughout Dodge County they 
are never alone when they are patrolling 
and protecting the public from wrong-
doing. Meekma made that statement 
at the Dodge County Law Enforcement 
Memorial Ceremony held May 15 at 
the administration building in Juneau. 
Meekma, the guest speaker of Wednes-
day’s event, urged officers to carry their 
firearms while they are off duty.

If you had a heart, you could hardly 
write this story as a piece of fiction. Not 
long after a line of emergency vehicles 
escorted the body of a firefighter killed 
in a shooting Wednesday from a medi-
cal examiner’s office in Milwaukee back 
to Appleton and police on motorcycles 

led the procession up Interstate 41, Jef-
ferson County law enforcement officials 
mourned in the county seat. They also 
celebrated. The day of mixed emotions at 
the 2019 Jefferson County Law Enforce-
ment Memorial Day was punctuated by 
law enforcement officials ultimately re-
alizing — and enforcing in each other — 
the belief that they had made the proper 
choice in career.

The grand opening for the Gold Star 
Memorial Trail is scheduled for June 1. 
The 10-foot wide paved trail extends two 
miles from Mayville’s Theiler Park to the 
Horicon Marsh Visitor Center, running 
along County Highway TW and State 
Highway 28. Two Gold Star families who 
initiated the effort to build a non-mo-
torized trail honoring all fallen military 
service members from Wisconsin cele-
brated the completion of construction 
of phase one of the Gold Star Memori-
al Trail last November. The families are 
Greg and Barb Gassen of Beaver Dam, 
parents of U.S. Army Pfc. Jacob Gassen, 
who was killed in Afghanistan on Nov. 
29, 2010; and Laura and Andrew John-
son of Mayville, parents of 1st Lt. David 
Johnson, killed in Afghanistan on Jan. 25, 
2012.

A Johnson Creek resident was able to 
capture images of a black bear roaming 
through his property on a home surveil-
lance camera early Tuesday morning. 
Later in the day, Johnson Creek Police 
Chief Gary Bleecker acknowledged he 
and his department were aware of this 
rare incident that occurred on the vil-
lage’s far north side. The animal did no 
damage. According to Bleecker, there is 
a thickly wooded nature area that abuts 
the subdivision where the bear was seen 
and it likely lives in there.

June
Sara Manzke of the Town of Ixonia 

refiled a lawsuit claiming the Jefferson 
County zoning ordinance that prohib-
ited her therapy goats violates the Fair 
Housing Act. The county brought a small 
claims suit against Manzke in July 2018, 
seeking to collect a $202 daily fine for 
violating the zoning ordinance. In June, 
the suit was still pending in Jefferson 
County Circuit Court.

Health officials say this year’s U.S. 
measles epidemic has surpassed 1,000 
illnesses and Jefferson County officials 

CHRISTINA LUICK
Former Alderwoman Emily McFarland 
waves to the crowd in April at the com-
mon council chambers at Watertown 
City Hall shortly after being sworn in as 
the city’s first woman mayor. 
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warn that potential for contracting the 
disease, if not immunized, exists in the 
area. The incidence of measles is already 
the highest in 27 years. While Jefferson 
County has not had a reported case, tak-
ing steps to protect oneself and families 
is important, Jefferson County Health 
Department Director Gail Scott told the 
Daily Times. Measles is serious respira-
tory disease that affects the lungs and 
breathing tubes and causes a rash and 
fever.

A $5 million lawsuit was filed in Chi-
cago for a civil case brought by a Bea-
ver Dam man who said he was held il-
legally in the Dodge County Jail for six 
months. The man is seeking $5 million 
in damages from Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, the Department of 
Homeland Security and Dodge County. 
Selepri Amachree said he was illegally 
held in jail following his arrest by immi-
gration agents on Feb. 27, 2017. In the 
civil lawsuit, Amachree claims his illegal 
detention as motivated by his work with 
recovering drug addicts in the county 
court system.

The Watertown Redevelopment Au-
thority had mixed progress on the down-
town redevelopment project. Three bids 
were required for the town square de-
sign request for proposal. The redevel-
opment is planning to raze the build-
ings between Water Street and the Rock 
River on the south side of Main Street to 
make way for a parklike town square.

The owner of HP Fans Inc., and lead 
organizer of the Warriors & Wizards 
Festival in Jefferson were expected to 
face criminal charges for allegations of 
multiple bounced checks and declined 
credit card authorizations in excess of 
$50,000. Charged was Scott Cramer of 
Edgerton.

The Dodge County Sheriff ’s Office an-
nounced teaming up with a new tech-
nology to make sure property stays with 
its rightful owners even if it goes missing 
and is later found. Dodge County is one 
of the first agencies in the state to use 
the new technology of DNA adhesive. 
The adhesive is swabbed on an item and 
will permanently dry clear and invisible. 
Chemically etched into the microdot is a 
unique alphanumeric PIN.

No one was injured in what the Wa-
tertown Fire Department determined 
was an electrical fire June 17 on North 

Second Street that displaced four peo-
ple from the home. The fire was at a 
two-family residence at 604 N. Second 
St. There were no smoke detectors in the 
residence.

Leroy and Tom Godroy were named 
the 2019 Fourth of July parade marshals. 
The brothers have been part of Water-
town’s parades for many years. Both are 
drummers, paying in a variety of bands 
including the Yankee Dutchmen Solar 
Powered Precision Marching Band and 
Leroy with the Don Peachey Band.

Eight SuperCash! tickets wroth a total 
of $2.8 million was sold at two separate 
stores in Watertown with the winning 
numbers 1, 12, 13, 18, 26 and 29. Four 
tickets were sold Breselow’s Family Mar-
ket and the other half were sold at Kwik 
Trip on North Fourth Street.

July
The Watertown Common Council ap-

proved an ordinances that would crack 
down on electronic smoking devices in 
the city. The ordinance pertains exclu-
sively to persons under the age of 18. 
The ordinance prohibits the use of elec-
tronic smoking devices everywhere that 
tobacco smoking is currently forbidden 
by state law and that people must be 18 
or older to purchase, use or possess elec-
tronic smoking devices in the city. City 
officials major concern is children using 
the electronic smoking devices.

Watertown’s annual Fourth of July 
parade had 130 entries that made their 
way down Main Street to Fourth Street, 
to Labaree Street to Riverside Park. Tem-
peratures reached well above 80 degrees 
during the sunny parade.

The Rev. Anthony Schultz, pastor at 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Water-
town, was honored with a special ser-
vice to commemorate his 40 years in the 
preaching ministry and his retirement 
from that full-time ministry. Nearly 
500 members of the congregation and 
friends of Schultz attended the service 
and the dinner and program in his hon-
or which followed.

A heat wave in the middle of the 
month was described as “dangerous 
heat” by the National Weather Service. 
Highs reached the lower 90s in the after-
noon of July 18, with heat index values 
of 100-106 degrees. People were made 
aware of heat illnesses due to prolonged 

outdoor exposure to the heat.
Watertown resident, Bonnie Hertel 

has been hired by the Watertown Cham-
ber of Commerce board of directors to 
serve as their executive director. Most 
recently, she was the general manager 
of the Johnson Creek Premium Outlets. 
She began her professional career in Wa-
tertown as manager of Kline’s Depart-
ment Store.

The 65th annual Wisconsin Farm 
Technology Days was held on the Wal-
ters Grain Farms in Grellton. The event 
was held July 22-24. Wisconsin Farm 
Technology Days provided visitors the 
opportunity to see and talk with more 
than 600 commercial and educational 
exhibitors. A wide variety of agricultur-
al products and services used in today’s 
dairy, livestock, and crop production 
systems were on display.

The impressive Union Pacific Big Boy 
4014 steam locomotive was the talk of 
south-central Dodge County July 25 as 
it tore across the hot, sunny rural land-
scape. A crowd of about 100 train buffs 
from around the region watched in awe 
as the black monster of a machine deaf-
ened the ears and shook the earth at a 
junction just north of Clyman.

A Watertown garage fire July 27 was 
quickly extinguished by the Watertown 
Fire Department, but caused an estimat-
ed $50,000 damage to the new structure 
and its contents, which included three 
cars. The fire started in the garage of a 
home at 1400 Kimberly Court. The fire 
was contained to inside the garage. It is 
believed the fire started in a garbage can 
where fireworks had been discarded.

“Discover Wisconsin” made a stop in 
Watertown July 30 for a television show. 
“Discover Wisconsin” is known as the 

“longest-running tourism TV show in 
the country.” It started in 1987 and is in 
its 32nd season. The series producer Jen-
nifer Ingish and lead cinematographer, 
Teddy Maier, visited Watertown June 18 
and filmed the aquatic center, farmers 
market and Riverside Park. In July, the 
film crew continued taping at the Octa-
gon House for a segment to air in April 
2020.

August
Specialty Cheese announces the ex-

pansion of its facilities in Reeseville. A 
$1.65 million project is expected to cre-
ate 36 jobs over the next two years. The 
company was founded in Reeseville in 
1991.

Joseph Darcey was the year’s recipi-
ent of Watertown’s Main Street bridge 
naming honor. Darcey had his name 
engraved on a plaque at the entrance to 
the downtown river walkway. Darcey, 95, 
resides at Heritage Homes and was de-
scribed as a philanthropist and commu-
nity leader.

Watertown mayoral and assembly 
candidate Jordan W. Turner was charged 
with theft to party to the crime of theft 
of more than $10,000, some of it while he 
was campaign. According to the crimi-
nal complaint filed in Jefferson Coun-
ty Court, Turner and others obtained 
property of Global Conservation Group 
Inc. worth more than $10,000 by alleged-
ly intentionally deceiving people of false 
representation. The complaint claims 
the acts were intended to “defraud.”

The Watertown Common Council 
denied a $1.25 million claim made by 
Stuart White over a fence dispute. The 
decision came after a closed session dis-
cussion between the council and an at-
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torney representing the city’s insurance 
company.

The Watertown Unified School Dis-
trict has struggled to bring students in 
through open enrollment and are mak-
ing efforts to change it. During a school 
board meeting, President Tony Arnett 
proposed a marketing plan to decrease 
the number of students in open enroll-
ment transferring out of the district, 
while increasing the number of stu-
dents into the district. The school board 
unanimously approved the adoption 
of a marketing process that includes 
the appointment of a temporary board 
committee and the hiring of an external 
marketing agency to create and execute 
a plan.

The Watertown Public Library plans 
to move into the 21st century with its ex-
pansion program. Studio GC of Chicago 
architects met with the library director 
to discuss the new children’s center and 
additional meeting rooms that are being 
planned as part of a$10 million expan-
sion.

Releaf CBD, a new CBD dispensary 
and vape supply shop located in the his-
toric Market building at 210 S. Water St., 
opened and will join the national CBD 
movement gaining popularity. Although 
Releaf is the newest CBD dispensary, 
two other businesses currently sell CBD 
products, Family Video and Hometown 
Pharmacy.

September 
Former state governor Scott Walker 

visited with the Jefferson County GOP 
at its Pints and Politics event at the 
beginning of the month. Walker spoke 
to encourage the crowd to head to the 
polls for the 2020 election. Walker also 
discussed his new role as president of 
the Young American Foundation, an 
outreach organization dedicated to in-
troducing the American youth to con-
servative prinicples. 

The Daily Times moved from its long-
time home at 115 W. Main St. in Wa-
tertown to a smaller location at 218 S. 
First St. The move was the first for the 
newspaper in 103 years. The move also 
allowed for the Redevelopment Author-
ity to prepare for demolitions of the 100 
Main St. buildings. 

U.S. Representative F. James Sensen-
brenner announced to plan to retire 

from Congress in 2021. Sensenbrenner, 
76, has served in the 40 years and before 
served 10 years in the Wisconsin State 
Legislature. His district covers portions 
of Milwaukee, Waukesha, Dodge and 
Walworth counties, and all of Jefferson 
and Washington counties. 

Watertown and many other local 
communities hosted numerous services 
remembering and honoring the victims 
of 9/11. The City of Watertown honored 
the day with a moment of silence as well 
as having red, white and blue lights on 
the outside of its municipal building. 
Among several local ceremonies, the 
Bartelme-Scherfel Detachment Marine 
Corps League held its Remember 9/11 
event at Aero Park. 

Former Watertown and Fort Atkinson 
Priest William A. Nolan was found not 
guilt of five charges of sexual assault of 
a child under 16. The 66-year-old Nolan 
had been accused of molesting a middle 
school-aged alter served while he served 
at St. Joseph’s church around 2007. No-
lan had served in Watertown at St. Hen-
ry Catholic Church from 1985 to 1987. 

Former Watertown resident Craig S. 
Lillge was sentenced to 16 years in pris-
on and 20 on extended supervision after 
being convicted in August of one count 
each of burglary and arson for blowing 
up the southside Watertown home of a 
former girlfriend. The explosion, which 

occurred in 2014, demolished the River 
Drive home of victim Katrina Harland. 
Lillge had been serving extended su-
pervision for a Waukesha County based 
charge of stalking causing injury at the 
time of his sentencing. 

Many local school districts scored be-
low the state average in testing for the 
2018-19 school year according to results 
released by the state’s Department of 
Public Instruction. Many of the districts 
struggled in both English language arts 
as well as mathematics. This was a com-
mon trend in the state as statewide pro-
ficiency also fell during the school year. 

The Daily Times launched a new de-
sign for the newspaper, its first in many 
years. The new design came with a 
change of the newspaper into the Home-
town News layout, which was a part of 
the Adams Publishing Group format-
ting. The new design allowed for a clean-
er, more modern look and a different 
font for crisper headlines, among other 
changes. 

Kevin Clifford, the former publisher 
of the Daily Times, resigned. Clifford, 
the last family member of the longtime 
owners of the newspaper, had stayed on 
as the director of audience development 
after the sale of the paper to Adams Pub-
lishing Group in late 2018. The Clifford 
family had ownership of the paper for 99 
years prior to the sale.

Dodge and Jefferson Counties as well 
as the City of Watertown all held their 
preliminary discussions of their 2020 
budgets. Jefferson County discussed 
goals for the long-term including about 
what to do with the county courthouse 
and the proposed county-wide tax rate 
sat at just over $28 million, roughly 
$400,000 more than the previous year. 
Dodge County’s proposed budget also 
called for an increased tax levy of $35.5 
million, up $1.5 million from the previ-
ous year. The City of Watertown followed 
suit with a 4.2% increase in the tax levy 
fin the Mayor’s proposed budget from 
approximately $13.4 million in 2019 to 
approximately $14 million in 2020.

October 
Tribeca Gallery Cafe & Books, a long-

time Main Street business, ceased op-
erations and reopened as Literatus & 
Co. The new brand came after a change 
in ownership from original owner Ju-
lie Crnkovich to an ownership group 
of Jacob, Kate, Erik and Mary Crnkov-
ich-Marks. The new store expanded its 
book section, added a used book collec-
tion and created new menu items for its 
cafe. 

The Watertown RDA hosted its town 
square workshop and public input ses-
sion at the library. During the work-
shop, the SmithGroup, the design and 
engineering firm tabbed to complete the 
project, led a presentation to a crowd of 
approximately 50 citizens on the space 
and the possibilities that could fit within 
it. Of the options presented, an amphi-
theater, a boardwalk and dining were 
among the favorites of the crowd who 
voted on a number of options after the 
meeting. 

The Madison Area Technical College 
restored the nursing training program 
in its Watertown location. The decision 
came after a discussion between State 
Rep. Steve Jagler and Dr. Jack Daniels 
and Vice President Time Casper from 
MATC. Instead of splitting the program 
between two campuses, one year at Wa-
tertown and the other at Fort Atkinson, 
the decision allowed to keep both years 
at the Watertown location. 

Heavy rains caused the Rock River to 
flood many local communities, most sig-
nificantly Lebanon. According to Leba-
non Fire Chief as many as 11 roads were 

Ed Zagorski
From left, Lily Kopet, Kay Lynn Thomas and Alecsis Ortega enjoy one of the many 
amusement rides at Riverfest, which was held for the 32nd year in August.
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forced to close due to the heavy rains 
and eight remained closed for a long 
period due to the flooding. According to 
Meteorologist Paul Collar of the Nation-
al Weather Service in Sullivan, Wiscon-
sin had experienced more rain than the 
last year to that point with Madison al-
ready reaching 40 inches, only six inches 
off the final total from the previous year. 

Watertown resident Kurtis Castellion 
had his competency hearing following 
his Sept. 10 arrest for firing his gun at 
trees in Riverside Park. Castellion, 21, 
was charged with four class A misde-
meanors including endangering safety 
by use of a dangerous weapon, carrying 
a concealed weapon and two counts of 
bail jumping. Castellion plead not guilty 
during his initial court appearance on 
Sept. 11. 

Fendt Brothers meat market celebrat-
ed 100 years of operation. The Fendts 
hosted a celebration at its meat market 
at the end of the month to thank the 
community and to usher in a new cen-
tury of operations. The Fendts, whose 
market has been at the same location 
in Watertown during its operations, still 
use the original principles passed down 
from generations to cook their famous 
wieners and sausages. 

Farm and Technology Days an-
nounced the cancellation of its 2021 Jef-
ferson Show. Event officials said many 
exhibitors would not return to the event 
if it was held in Jefferson County and no 
other county in the state would be able 
to host such a large and involved event 
in 2021. The event is scheduled to be 
held in Eau Claire County in 2020 and 
Clark County in 2022.

Winter came early as snow spread 
throughout the region just days before 
Halloween. Snow covered many Hallow-
een decorations and caused quite the 
stir as people awoke to the crystalized 
flakes. Although the day of Halloween 
was spared, many communities had 
to begin preparations for more winter 
weather as over 5 inches were expected 
to fall between Oct. 30 and 31.

The Watertown School Board post-
poned its decision about Lebanon El-
ementary School until the following 
month, to the dismay of many in the 
crowd. The school board cited the lack 
of a member and a virtual split between 
present members during comments as 

key reasons to move the decision back. 
The school, which has faced threats of 
closure in the past, received support as 
well as criticism from many present as 
it was clear the board was faced with a 
difficult decision.

November 
Crossroads Homeless Shelter, a Wa-

tertown organization that provides 
emergency housing and related services 
to families in transition with basic needs 
of shelter and personal support, lost its 
two properties, 109 E. Jones St. and 113 
E. Jones St., it used to house families. The 
organization lost the homes after the 
city inspected the properties in October 
and found the presence of lead in some 
of the paint in the properties, which 
could be dangerous for inhabitants. 
With the lease of the properties ending 
in December, the organization felt it 
would be more cost efficient to leave the 
properties than try to hire a contractor 
to evaluate the levels of lead in the build-
ings. 

The Watertown Unified School Dis-
trict, Watertown Chamber of Commerce 
and the City of Watertown formed a new 
partnership, Building Bridges, to help 
connect students to the local business 
community. 

The Watertown Sprecher’s location 
closed its doors after struggling due to 
a variety of factors. The closure marked 

the fourth Sprecher’s restaurant loca-
tion to close in the past few years and 
left only locations in Wisconsin Dells 
and Lake Geneva. The closure saw 30 
employees end work at the location and 
the building has still not been occupied 
since the closure. 

Local districts received good marks on 
the state’s Department of Instruction’s 
yearly report cards. The top-scoring 
district in the area was Lake Mills area 
school with an 80.5 “exceeding expecta-
tions” grade while Watertown Unified 
School District scored a 70.9 “meeting 
expectations,” which was the greatest 
positive change from one year to the 
next. The highest grading school in the 
WUSD was Lebanon Elementary which 
scored a 92.2 “significantly exceeds ex-
pectations” grade. 

Sam Hack of Fort Atkinson returned to 
her home and began working in a local 
beauty salon where her childhood idol, 
Kelly Drew, had worked before she was 
murdered in 1980 after she and Sam’s 
brother Tim Hack were abducted by Ed-
ward Edwards outside of the Concord 
House. The murder case had been one of 
Jefferson County’s most prominent cold 
cases until Edwards was arrested in the 
summer of 2009 and convicted in 2010. 
Hack returned to Fort Atkinson to work 
with long-time salon owner Barbara 
Congdon in her salon the Robin’s Nest, 
which Congdon has owned for 50 years. 

Lebanon resident Carl Loppnow 
cashed eight SuperCash! top prize wins 
from the June 20 drawing for a $2.8 mil-
lion payout. Loppnow purchased the 
winning tickets at two Watertown lo-
cations, Breslow’s Family Market, 100 E. 
Cady, and Kwik Trip, 1184 N. Fourth St. 
Loppnow, who before his winnings was 
a long-time owner of Loppy’s Bar in Ixo-
nia was known as a kind man who loved 
his community and his bar. 

Mayor Emily McFarland was one of 35 
mayors from across the country invited 
to Washington D.C. for a round table 
meeting at the White House on afford-
able housing. McFarland was one of five 
Wisconsin mayors invited to attend the 
event. 

The Watertown council granted the 
Watertown AMVETS Post 35 a lease to 
be able to maintain it’s 1,640-square-foot 
space used to house goods for its annual 
rummage sale within a city storage fa-
cility. The city had initially asked for the 
group to move out of the space citing the 
need for storage of city equipment, but 
after long discussions with the organi-
zation and an outpouring of public sup-
port, the city agreed to allow the group 
to use the space for the next year. 

The Watertown School Board unan-
imously approved a resolution to have 
the district administration to come up 
with a plan for Lebanon Elementary 
School to help it become a contributor 
to the WUSD in the future. The decision 
comes in the wake of many difficult 
years for the school after it faced poten-
tial closure in 2016. The school board 
also decided to table a cost saving plan 
to reconfigure its elementary schools in 
which students in K-3 would be in each 
district school while students in grades 
4-5 would be consolidated to one build-
ing, but public outcry against the recon-
figuration helped to push the board to 
move to a different alternative.

December
With no members of the general pub-

lic present on Thanksgiving Eve Wednes-
day, the Emmet Town Board approved 
rezoning a 14-acre parcel on the for-mer 
Windwood of Watertown property, albe-
it with numerous deed restrictions. The 
property, which includes the clubhouse, 
will move from General Agriculture (AG) 

Logan Hanson
Jack-o-lanterns outside of the Watertown Public Library received a light covering 
after an early snow came through the area just before Halloween.
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to Convenience Commercial (C-C), with 
the extensive caveats. The remainder of 
the property owned by Windwood, LLC 
will be rezoned from AG to a RD-Rural 
Development classification to allow for 
homes to be built if any new property 
owner would choose to do so. Restric-
tions, however, come with this, as well. 

Fire swept through a Town of West-
ford residence on Thanksgiving night, 
claiming one life. The Dodge County 
Sheriff ’s Office reported 85-year-old 
Eleanor Neumann, who lived at the 
residence and was rescued by a Dodge 
County deputy from the burning home, 
was pronounced dead at the hospital. 
The cause of death, and the cause of 
the fire, are still under investigation. El-
eanor’s husband, Ruben Neumann, 92, 
was able to exit the home on his own 
the husband sustained non-life-threat-
ening injuries

As the thermometer outside has 
dropped in Watertown, the thermom-
eter outside the Watertown Public Li-
brary is looking to rise this holiday sea-
son. The thermometer is a symbol for 
the library’s $10 million goal for its up-
coming expansion. Although the library 
is close to its goal, it still needs to raise 
$100,000 by Dec. 31. One of the ways 
the library hopes to draw fundraising is 
through its paver program. 

There were smiles all around Tuesday 
evening when the Jefferson Common 
Council met with Bill Jaehnert, vice pres-
ident and general manager of Rock River 
Food and Beverage Solutions LLC, and 
Thrive Economic Development Presi-
dent Vicki Pratt. Rock River Food and 
Beverage Solutions is, in part, a pack-
ager of cheese and other items. It also 
deals in cold storage. The firm is coming 
to Jefferson and will locate in the former 
Tyson Foods plant on the east shore of 
the Rock River in downtown Jefferson. 
The former Tyson Foods plant, which 
employed 400 workers, has been closed 
since 2016. It has been purchased direct-
ly by the food and beverage firm.

If the proposed comprehensive plan 
is followed by the City of Watertown, 
many changes could be on the horizon 
for the city before the year 2040. A new 
train station, over a dozen new parks, a 
fire station and a major redevelopment 
of Bethesda are among the proposed 
changes envisioned in the plan, which 

strictly layout the city’s recommenda-
tions for potential development. During 
a joint Plan Commission and Common 
Council meeting Dec. 4 night prior to 
the council meeting, the council heard a 
presentation of a proposed comprehen-
sive plan by Vandewalle and Associates 
Inc., a process which it does every 10 
years.

The results of a study on possible 
consolidation of Emergency Medical 
Services in Dodge County are expected 
to be released next month. That’s what 
the public heard Dec. 4. The crowd also 
heard that aging volunteers and the in-
crease in the age of prospective patients 
is a large part of the problem. The Dodge 
County Board established a steering 
committee — made up of stakehold-
ers representing EMS agencies, local 
hospitals and towns — with the goal of 
finding solutions. In August, the county 
board hired Strategic Management and 
Consulting, LLC to perform a study to 
identify the strengths and weakness-
es, resources, best practices and short 
and long-term sustainable solutions for 
high-quality service. The study began in 
September and has been gathering data 
and interviewing EMS agencies.

The way in which medically un-
der-served populations are cared for in 
Jefferson and Dodge counties may be 
about to change, as the three safety-net 
healthcare providers in the region con-
sider merging. According to Tina Crave, 
president and CEO of the Greater Wa-
tertown Community Health Foundation, 
the boards of the Community Dental 
Clinic of Fort Atkinson, the Rock River 
Free Clinic of Jefferson and the Water-
town Area Cares Clinic of Watertown, 
are taking steps to align their operations 
into what will be called Rock River Com-
munity Clinic Inc. They are preparing 
to make the transition to an integrated, 
community-based delivery model called 
a Federally Qualified Health Center. If 
the transition is approved by each of 
the clinic boards later this month, the 
future FQHC will become one of 18 Wis-
consin community health centers which 
provide care to medically underserved 
populations at more than 140 locations 
across the state.

People Against Domestic and Sexual 
Abuse of Jefferson County (PADA) has 
shut its doors after 41 years helping and 

advocating for victims of abuse in the 
area. During the past year, the organi-
zation lost funding from the state and 
county, but continued to limp along. The 
final nail in the coffin came when PADA 
lost grant funding from United Way of 
Jefferson and North Walworth Counties. 

The Johnson Creek Elementary 
School, 305 Milwaukee St., is expected 
to re-open Monday after being closing 
Friday because approximately 30% of 
the student population, along with sev-
eral staff members, had become ill with 
gastrointestinal symptoms, according to 
a Jefferson County Health Department. 
According to Director/Health Officer 
Gail Scott, the department does not 
know the exact illness, but, based on the 
symptoms, health officials believe it is a 
viral gastrointestinal illness.

A federal grand jury indicted Michael 
Siegel, 52, and Scott Hoeft, 40, for offens-
es related to the operation of the Hard-
ware Store — a since-closed strip club 
in Clyman. The indictment, announced 
Dec. 10, lists two counts. The first count 
alleges that Siegel, an owner of the club, 
and Hoeft, a former bartender and man-

ager at the club, conspired with each 
other and others to use the facilities to 
promote, manage and carry on prostitu-
tion activity between 2009 and 2018. The 
second count alleges that Siegel made 
false statements to law enforcement 
investigating human trafficking in April 
2018.

 The Vilage of Lowell Public Library 
closed at the end of December because 
of budgetary reasons and the rise of of 
the internet. Village of Lowell President 
Jerry Straeseke said for a year now the 
Lowell Village Board has been discuss-
ing the library’s future. He said the li-
brary wasn’t without its modern conve-
niences, but it simply wasn’t being used.

More than a dozen fire departments 
responded to a commercial structure 
fire at 7:25 a.m. at the Highway D Busi-
ness Development Center, N4525 High-
way D in Helenville after receiving calls 
of smoke coming from the roof of the 
building. The center houses multiple 
businesses within it, including Jeffer-
son Machine and Tool and Watts Wood 
Works Inc. It was not clear at press time 
how the fire began or its origin.
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Several athletes represented the area 
in state tournament competitions in 
2019, including a number of medalists.

Watertown junior Edward Wilkowski 
made his third appearance at the WIAA 
State Individual Wrestling Tournament 
in Madison on Feb. 21-23. Wilkowski 
placed second in the 126-pound weight 
class to earn his second consecutive 
state medal. He finished the season with 
a 43-7 record.

Watertown senior Matt Brewster com-
peted for the second straight year at the 
state individual wrestling tournament. 
Brewster earned a fifth-place medal in 
the 220-pound weight class and finished 
the season with a 40-7 record.

Dodgeland senior Ryan Neu placed 
third in the 170 pound weight class to 
close out his career as a four-time state 
medalist.

Three Jefferson wrestlers won medals 
at state — 120-pound senior Weston 
Wright, who placed sixth and finished 
with a 33-7 record; Dean Neff placed fifth 
at 160 and finished with a 47-7 record; 
and Quintin Gehrmann, who placed 
sixth at 113 and finished with a 37-5 re-
cord.

Multiple athletes earned medals at 
the WIAA State Track and Field Cham-
pionships.

Johnson Creek junior Hannah Consta-
ble won her third consecutive Division 3 
state title in the girls 800-meter run in a 
time of 2 minutes, 14.84 seconds at the 
WIAA State Track and Field Champion-
ships in La Crosse on May 31. She won 
her first 400 meter title in 58.11 on June 
1 to extend her career medal count to 

seven.
Jefferson senior Mariah Linse medaled 

for the fourth consecutive season at the 
state track and field meet. She placed 
fourth in the Division 2 girls 1,600-meter 
run in 5:07.31 seconds on May 31. She 
followed that up with a fifth-place med-
al in the 3,200-meter run in 11:19.49 on 
June 1.

Jefferson senior Kayla Kloss won a 
fifth-place medal in the Division 2 girls 
discus competition with a throw of 117 
feet, 7 inches.

Jefferson’s boys team won a medal in 

a relay event on June 1. The 1,600 relay 
team of Brady Gotto, Logan Wegner, 
Alex Marin and Taylor Phillips placed 
fourth in 3:25.79.

Lakeside Lutheran junior Collin 
Schulz placed second in the Division 
2 boys high jump at 6 feet, 6 inches on 
May 31.

Lakeside Lutheran senior Casey Po-
nyicsanyi earned his first-ever medals, 
placing fourth in the 200-meter dash in 
22.27 seconds, fifth in the 400 in 50.08 
and fifth in the 400-meter relay with se-
niors Caleb Bilitz and Brevin Jegerlehner 
and sophomore Tersony Vater in 43.59 
on June 1.

Dodgeland freshman Miranda Firari 
won her first state title in the Division 
3 girls pole vault by clearing 10 feet, 6 
inches and Dodgeland senior Jamie Hu-
ber placed fifth in the girls 1,600-meter 
run in 5:14.82 on May 31.

Dodgeland’s boys 3,200-meter re-
lay team of seniors Joel Esteves, Jacob 
Stuebe and Hirochi Ura and sophomore 
Evan Finger won a fifth-place medal in 
8:15.18.

On June 1, Dodgeland’s girls 3,200 me-
ter relay team of Firari, Meygan Benzing, 

junior Kaitlin Pickart and Huber placed 
third in 10:01.09. Benzing was a part of 
four consecutive medal-winning relay 
teams in this event.

Lakeside Lutheran senior Lukas 
Heckmann climbed seven spots on the 
second day of the 2019 WIAA Division 
2 state golf championships, but settled 
into a six-way tie for seventh place with 
a 27-hole total of 116 strokes at Universi-
ty Ridge in Verona on June 5.

Heckmann shot 68-79 to win the 2018 
title.

Heckmann made par on hole No. 7, 
which has been nothing but trouble for 
him through the years. From there, he 
was hoping to gain momentum, but a 
rain shower and the governing bodies 
decided that more than nine holes of 
golf on Tuesday was not in the cards as 
the round was shortened to nine holes.

Courtney Draeger, a junior, shot a 
first-round 96 at the WIAA Division 1 
state girls golf tournament at Universi-
ty Ridge Golf Course in Verona on Oct. 
14 for Jefferson. Draeger was forced to 
withdraw on the second day of compe-
tition.

Lakeside Lutheran sisters Maya and 

Sports Year in Review

Kevin Wilson
Watertown junior Edward Wilkowski pinned Portage’s Jesse Tijerina in the Division 1 state semifinals at 126 pounds at the WIAA 
State Individual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl Center in Madison on Feb. 23. Wilkowski went on to place second and earn his 
second consecutive medal at the tournament.
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Ava Heckmann each saw their 
scorecards improve significantly on 
the second day of the WIAA Divi-
sion 2 state girls golf meet at Uni-
versity Ridge Golf Course on Oct. 15 
in Verona.

Junior Maya Heckmann moved 
up four spots and improved her 
score by 10 strokes to finish with a 
14-over-par total of 86, taking 11th 
place with rounds of 96-86. Fresh-
man Ava Heckmann improved 
her score by 11 strokes to close in 
a four-way tie for 17th place with 
scores of 102-91.

Several athletes competed at the 
state girls tennis tournament on 
Oct. 17.

Luther Prep’s Alethia Schmidt 
and Abigail Schewe lost their open-
ing match of the WIAA Division 
2 girls tennis tournament at Niel-
sen Tennis Stadium in Madison to 
Xavier’s Kylie McCormick and Car-
ly Bomier 4-6, 6-2 (4), finishing the 
season with a 15-1 record.

Junior Julianna Wagner and 
sophomore Gabby Mahr lost a pair 
of sets via tiebreaker in the second 

round of the WIAA Division 2 state 
doubles tournament on Oct. 18 to 
Xavier’s Kylie McCormick and Carly 
Bomier 7-6 (5), 7-6 (8), ending the 
season 23-3.

Seniors Mia Kroll and Makay-
lah Legel, playing at No. 2 doubles, 
were defeated on Oct. 18 6-0, 6-2 
by Phoebe Christienson and Jenna 
Wahl of Onalaska Luther. They fin-
ished the season 28-1.

Lake Mills senior Jena Smith lost 
her opening match to Kohler fresh-
man Sarah Horth 7-6 (7), 7-5 on Oct. 
17, concluding the year with a 24-5 
record.

Johnson Creek senior Hannah 
Constable won her third medal 
at the WIAA State Cross Country 
Championships in Wisconsin Rap-
ids on Nov. 2. She placed ninth in 
the Division 3 girls race in 19:46. 
Waterloo senior Christi Forman 
and Dodgeland senior Kaitlin Pick-
art each competed for the fourth 
consecutive season. Jefferson’s boys 
and girls teams and the Lake Mills 
girls team all competed in the Divi-
sion 2 field for the third consecutive 

season.
The Lake Mills L-Cats, playing in 

their first boys soccer state cham-
pionship, lost to The Prairie School 
8-0 in a WIAA Division 4 state semi-
final at KOHLER Engines Stadium 
in Milwaukee on Nov. 7.

Fourth-seeded Lake Mills’ eight 
seniors, including two of the team’s 
three captains in goalie Connor 
Dean and defenseman Camden 
Schultz, helped pave the way 
for a playoff run that included a 
shootout victory over Lake Country 
Lutheran on Nov. 2 in the sectional 
finals at Madison College and a 2-1 
home win over Wisconsin Heights/
Barneveld in the sectional semifi-
nals on Oct. 30.

Waterloo’s volleyball team ad-
vanced to state for the fourth time 
in six seasons. The Pirates lost in 
the Division 3 state semifinals 3-0 
to La Crosse Aquinas at the Resch 
Center in Green Bay on Nov. 8 and 
finished the season with a 28-11 re-
cord. Junior setter and outside hit-
ter Brooke Mosher was named to 
the all-tournament team.

Kevin Wilson
Johnson Creek junior Hannah Constable (middle) out-
kicks Fennimore sophomore Brynlee Nelson (left) and 
Benton Co-op freshman Kayci Martensen (right) to the 
finish to earn her third consecutive state title in the Di-
vision 3 girls 800 meter run at the WIAA State Track and 
Field Championships in La Crosse on May 31.
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